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——And who 1s ſufficient for theſe 
Things ? 


SH) HOEVER attentively reads 
over the toregoing Context, 
will ſoon diſcover, this Excla- 
mation of St. Paul relates to 
the Office of a Goſpel Miniſter. 
At the 127% Verſe, he had taken 
Notice, that when he came to Troas to preach 
Cbriſt's Goſpel, a Door was opened to him of 
the Lord: By which Phraſe, either the 7ree 
Liberty our Apoſtle had to preach Chri/? 
there, or the great Succeſs Gop bleſſed him 
with in that important Work, is denoted ; or 
probably both theſe: Since in the 1479Yer/e, he 
triumphs in Chriſt, who had diffuſed the Sa- 
vour of his Knowledge by him in every Place. 
Whatever Reception the Goſpel preached by 
St. Paul found with the Hearers, Hie Labour 
was not in vain in the Lord; who crowns 
the Fidelity and Diligence of his Miniſters 
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4 The Importance of the Miniſterial Office, 
in their Work, be the Succeſs more or leſs, 
Some indeed hear the Goſpel, and thro' Un- 
belief, Hardneſs of Heart, and their being 
inſlaved by diverſe Luſts and Pleaſures, it 
becomes a Savour of Death unto Death 10 
them; (ver. 16.) their Condemnation is ag- 
gravated by it: But 70 others, it is the Sa— 
vour of Life unto Life ; ſuch as cordially 
believe and embrace it, and act ſuitably to its 
Divine Precepts, ſhall experience it, thro' the 
mighty Working of the Spirit of Chriſt, ef- 
fectual for implanting Spiritual Life in their 
Souls which leads to Lite Fternal. So then, 
this Goſpel will have a mighty Effect, one 
Way or other ; and will either turn to a Teſti- 
mony for, or againſt, all who ſit under it, accord- 
ing to the different Reception it meets with. 
The Goſpel preached is one and the ſame: 
It is che everlaſting Goſpel of the bleſſed GOD, 
and contains the Way and Means of Recon- 
ciliation between his offended Majeſty and 
rebellious Creatures. And it is tendered by 
the Apoſtles and Miniſtersof Jesus, withequal 
Siucerity and AIfection, to one as to another: 
But it works differently on different Subjects. 
Thus the fame Sun, that refreſhes the ſound 
and ſtrong Eye, hurts that which is weak 
and diſtempered. 

Now upon this View of the Matter the 
Apoſtle breaks out in the following Excla- 
mation, Who is ſufficient for theſe Wings? His 
Mind was greatly ſtruck with a 3 

whic 
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and the Difficulty of rightly diſcharging it. 5 
which ſuch awful Events depended : As if he 
had ſaid, Of what vaſt Importance is the 
«© Work of the ſacred Miniſtry, and at the ſame 
© Time, how d. Heut tightly todiſcharge! Who 


% among the Sons of Adam, who dwe!l in. 


« Houſes of Clay, and who, beſide the Weak- 
« neſs of their Nature, have the Leaven of 
Folly and Sin mingling in all their Perfor- 
« mances, 1s ſufficient to ſuſtain the Burden 
of ſuch an Office, and equal thereto? ” 
The Reply is, None of themſelves are ſufficient 
« forit; and the few who are ſo, are indebted 
. to the Grace of GOD tor the Suffciency they 

% have.” So that the Anſwer to this Quer 
muſt be drawn from the 5th Verſe of the 
next Chapter : Not that we are ſufficient of 
ourſelves, to think any Thing as of ourſelves ; 
but our Suſjictency is of GOD. When Mi- 
niſters engage in ſacred Work, with awful 
Sentiments of the Nature and Importance of 
it, and that the Conſequences one Way or 
other enter the Eternal State ; it will puſh our 
Souls forward to the utmoſt holy Diligence 
in preparing for it, and powerfully excite us 
faithfully to diſcharge it. 

The Word «rs is uſed about 30 Times 
in the New Teſtament, and denotes ſometimes 
Worthineſs , as where it is ſaid, Whoſe Shoes 1 
am not worthy to bear * ; and again, I am not 
meet (not worthy) to be called an Apoſtle, be- 
cauſe I perſecuted the Church of GOD *: And 


ſome- 


cc 
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ſometimes, Fitneſs, Aptitude, or Sufficiency 
for the Diſcharge of any Work or Office; 

as where the Apoſtle fays to Timothy, T be 
ſame commit thou to faithful Men, who ſhall 
be able to teach others alſo ©, i. e. wt quali- 
. fied for inſtructing others. Theſe two Senſes 
are adapted to our Text. Who is worthy to 
ce undertake the Miniſterial Office; or tuffici- 
« ently qualified for the right Diſcharge of it?” 

But we muſt not carry "the Words to too 

great a Length, ſo as to ſuppoſe, no Mini- 
ers are in ſome good Degree, fo far as to be 
approved of Gop, fit for this Work. This 
would reflect upon the Wiſdom, Power, and 
Goodneſs of our Lord Jrsus, the great Pro- 
phet and Head of the Church. And were 
this the Caſe, what Purpoſe would our pre- 
ſent Aſſembling anſwer ? Beſides the Apoſtle 
Paul, we read of Timothy, Titus, Apollos, and 


many others in the Apoſtolick Age, whom 


Gop rendered it for this ſacred Employment, 
and whoſe faithful Labours were abundantly 
owned by him. And in all ſucceeding Ages the 
Lord J Ess has taken care to raiſe up meet In- 
ſtruments to ſubſerve his glorious Deſigns, and 
to propagate the Knowledge of Chriſtianity 
in the World; and he will always do it. The 
bleſſed Jesvs furniſhes Men for the Mini- 
ſtry by the Gifts of bis Spirit; He inclines 
their Hearts to it by the Graces of that Di- 
vine Agent; and proſpers their Labours y 

ſpeak- 


e2 Tim. ii. 2. 
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ſpeaking to the Heart, what his Miniſters can 
only ſpeak to the outward Ear, But in dif- 
courſing of this Subject, I ſhall attempt, 


I. To ſhe the juſt Grounds on which this 
Exclamation is founded, And then, 
II. Make a ſuitable Application. | 


As to the Firſt of theſe: Various are the 
Topicks, from which the Importance and 
Difficulty of the Miniſterial Work might be 
prged, I ſhall ſelect the Six following. 


1. When we conſider the infinite Majeſty 
and Excellence of the Allglorious GOD, 
in whole Name we ſpeak when we 
preach the Goſpel, and to whom we 
addreſs when we are the Mouth of 
others in Prayer, we may well cry, 


Il bo is ſufficient for theſe Wings? 


It is an Apoſtolick Canon, If any Man 
ſpeak, let him ſpeak as the Oracles of GOD®. 
Let every publick Teacher be very careful 
to deliver nothing, but what is zhe fincere 
Mord of GOD, or plainly, and juſtly dedu- 
cible from it. With what Plainneſs and Au- 
thority, what Truth and Gravity, ſhould an 
Embaſſador of Chrijl deliver himſelf! Now 
then we are Embaſſadors for Chriſt, as tho 
GOD did beſeech you by us, we pray you 
in Chriſt's flead, be ye reconciled unto GOD:* 

An 


e. ® 2 Cor. v. 20. 
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An Embaſſador you know, in a foreign Court, 
repreſents the Prince who ſent him, and what 
he delivers is ſuppoſed to be the Purport of thoſe 
Inſtructions he received from his Prince. If 
he either willfully keeps back @y Part, or 
goes beyond his Inſtructions, he is liable to 
anſwer for it, with the Loſs of his Head : 

And the greater the Dignity 1s of the Prince 
whom the Embaſſador perſonates, the more 
careful ſhould he be, that in all his Words and 
Actions he may ſo behave, as to be a Credit 
to his Maſter. Now that great Prince in 
whoſe Name we ſpeak, is King of Kings, 
and Lord of Lords, Sovereign of the World 
by Right of Creation and Redemption. And 


as there is an high Honour conferred on a 


Man by being tbe Lord Chriſt's Embaſſador, 
ſo there is no ſmal: Drficulty and Danger 
attending it; fince. nothing vain and trifling 
ſhould be delivered by us from this Place, 
in which we perſonate the Son of GOD, the 

great Apoſtle and Higb-Prieſt of our Profe eſ- 


font, Our glorious Prince doth not receive 


Information of what is tranſacted thro 
his wide extended Empire, by the Eyes 
and Ears of others; as all earthly Princes 
are obliged to do: But He himſelf is all 
Eye, and all Ear. He perfectly knows, how 
each of us acquits himſelf of the important 
Meſſages wherewith he has intruſted us, and 
is exactly acquainted with every Circum- 

ſtance 
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ſtance of our Conduct in the high Character 
we bear. 

When inſtead of preaching Repentance to- 
wards GOD, and Faith in our Lord Jeſus, 
and a Life of Goſpel-Obedience flowing from 
a true Repentance and a lively Faith, many 
ſhall be found at Chriſt's Bar, who preached 
themſekves ; with what Confuſion will they 
be covered there? When the great Judge, 
with Indignation frowning on his Brow, and 
Lightning ſparkling from his Eyes, ſhall 
demand, Who bath required ſuch Things 
% at your Hands? Wretch that thou art, 
te didſt thou not know, (thou couldſt not 
but know,) the Pulpit was a Place con- 
e ſecrated to my Honour; and how didft 
* thou dare to turn it into @ Stage to raiſe 
te thine own Applauſe upon? Moe be to him 
who is called to that Work, zf he preaches 
not the Goſpel" ! And Woe to him too, that 
hath in his Flock a Male, and offers to the 
Lord a corrupt Thing | But what compli- 
cated, what tremendous Joes ſhall fall upon 
and cruſh the Head of tat Man, who, in- 
ſtead of making @ pure Oblation to his Gop 
and Saviour, ſubſtitutes himſelf in the room 
of the Bleſſed GOD, and intentionally offers 
all his Incenſe to that retched ſdol, Self? 

The Miniſters of JEsUs ate alſo to be 
conſidered as the People's Mouth to GOD. 
And in this View, we are to er up their 

Prayers, 


> 1 Cor, ix. 16. i Mal. i, 14. 
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Prayers, Interceſſions, and Praifes : We are 
to ⁊ceep betwween the Porch and the Altar, and 
ery, Spare thy People, O Lord, and give not 
thine Heritage to Reproach. We are to tran. 
aft with GOD for Men, with an infinitely 


pure and holy Gop, who hates all Hypo- 


criſy, Pride, Levity, and Carnality. Abraham 
thought, (and well he might,) it was a great 
Thing for him, who was but Duſt and Aſhes, 
to ſpeak to Fehovah, and plead for guilty So- 
dom.” He pleaded but on one particular Oc- 
cafion : We are to plead for guilty Mortals, 


from Sabbath to Sabbath, when we lead the 


Worſhip of the glorious Gop in the Aſſem- 
blies of his People; and from Day to Day, 
in our Cloſets, and Family Devotion. May 
we not then aſſume the Prophet's Language, 
Woe is me, becauſe J am a Man of unclean 


Lips, and [ dwell in the Midſi of a People of 


unclean Lips; for mine Eyes have ſeen the 
King, the Lord of Hoſts"! The more atten- 
tively our mental Eye is taken up with 
the View of the all-glorious Gov, the more 
fervently ſhall we pray, that He would purge 
away the Iniquity of our Heart, and pur:fy 
our Lips : Since the Sin of either of theſe 
unpardoned, or unſubdued, would fatally ob- 
ſtruct the gut Diſcharge of our Miniſtry. 
And this brings me to another Conſideration : 


2. The 


* Joel ii. 17. 1 Gen, Xviii, 27. m Iſai. vi. 5. 
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2. The Nature of our Work, is a Proof 
both of the Importance, and of the 
Difficulty of it; as it is Spiritual, and 
takes in a large Compaſs. 


If we ſeriouſly ſurvey the various Charac- 
ters aſcribed in the New Teſtament to Goſ- 
fel Miniſters, each of which requires pecu- 
lar Qualifications rightly to diſcharge, theſe 
will at once afford us an inconteſtable Pros, 
both of the Importance of the Work, and 
of its Difficulty. 

Are we Paſlors? As ſuch we are to feed 
the Flack, which GOD has purchajed with his 
own Blood. Now what Fidelity and Vigi- 
lance, what Tenderneſs and Care, are neceſ- 
fary, to fill up this Character ſo as to be 
approved by Jesus, the chief Shepherd of 
Souls © 2 

Are we Teachers? We need Knowledze ; 
ſince zf the Blind lead the Blind, the Con- 
ſequence will prove fatal to both. We need 
Patience; for we muſt expect many of our 
Scholars will be dull of hearing, froward, 
and captious; dreaming they know more than 
their Inſtructors. 

Are we Captains, Leaders in hriſt's Army? 
Courage, Vigour, and Hoh Reſoſolution, 
tempered with Sagacity and Prudence, are 
needful, worthily to maintain our Poſt. 

B 2 Are 


* Acts xx, 28, 1 Pet. ii. 25, 7 Mat. xv. 14. 
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Are we Stewards ? Wiſdom, Fide- 
lity, and Circumſpection, are required from 
us, that we may make up our Account vell, 
and be pronounced bleſſed by CnRISH Jesus, 
the Lord High Steward of Heaven: And 
whom He is pleaſed to %%, they are bleſſed 
indeed. 

Are we the Salt of the Earth? Perſons, 
who are by Office to ſeaſon others with Wiſ— 
dom and Piety, and as much as in us lies, 
to preſerve them from /e Corruption of falſe 
Doctrines and licentions Practices? Woe 
unto us, if we /ofe our Savour ; if we either 
renounce the Truth, or grow ſenſual and 
carnal in our Deportment | If this ſhould 
prove the Caſe of any of us, (which Gop 
forbid !) we can juſtly expect nothing, but 
40 be caſt out, and trodden under Foot of Men. 

Are we the Lights of the World*? It is 
neceſſary, we ſhould both ſhine and burn : 
That we ſhould Dine by the Light of clear 
and heavenly Doctrine, and lead our Hearers 
to JEsvs, the Eternal Sun of Righteouſneſs, 
for ſpiritual Illumination and Guidance: And 
that we ſhould burn with Love to Gop, and 
fervent Zeal to promote our Redeemer's Ho- 
nour and Intereſt. 


Theſe ſho Sketches may ſhew, that from 
the various 


Mies given in Scripture to the 
Miniſters of Jzsvs, the Nature of their 
Work 


q 1 Cor. iy. 1, 2. 1 Chron, xvii. 27, Mat. 
V.-13. * Mat. v. 14. | 
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Work may be fairly collected, and the Ta- 
lents and Diligence needful to diſcharge it 
with Approbation, And may we not well 
cry out, Who is ſufficient for theſe Things? 
If ſuſtaining any one of theſe Characters re- 
putably, may be reckoned a Province ſuffi- 
cient to fill up a whole Life, and that, 10 
idle One; what Diligence and Application 
ſhould that Man employ, who has the united 
Weight of all theſe lying upon him? Sure 
of all Men living an idle Minifter is the moſt 
uſeleſs among Mortals: But that is too little 
to ſay: He is the moſt pernicious too; fince 
his Example is liable to prove fatal to all 
around him. 

Our Buſineſs lies with GOD and Souls; and 
theſe are not 70 be trifled with, We are to 
explain the Doctrines of Chriſt, to defend 
them againſt Gainſayers, to vindicate the 
Religion of JIEsus againſt thoſe who /it in 
the Chair of the Scornful, and to ſhew, both 
by our Diſcourſes, and in our Lives, that 
they are all Do#rines according to Godli- 
neſs", It is our Province to place GO.D's 
preceptive Will before our People in the 
ſtrongeſt Light, to explain the Divine Com- 
mands ſuitably to their ſpiritual and vaſt Ex- 
tent, as reaching the Thoughts, Deſires, 
and Purpoſes of the Heart; giving Law to 
the whole Soul, as well as ruling the Language 
of the Tongue and the Actions of the Life. 

We 


E 
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We are to wſe our utmoſt Endeawours to awaken... 


the Secure, to reduce the Wandring, to ſup- 
port the F eeble, and to edify and comfort the 
Saints of Je8vs. And methinks, when we 
ſeriouſly review what has been already hinted, 
we may be ready to ſay with Moſes, O my Lord, 
ſend, Tpray Thee, by the Hand of him whom thou 
wilt ſjend* The Senſe of which 1e Septua- 
gint well expreſſes, Lord, chuſe ſome other able 
Man, whom thou wilt ſend! Where it is im- 
plied, that Moſes judged himſelf unqualified 
for the arduous Work. But we muſt check 
ſuch a Thought, from the Conſideration, that 
our Sufficiency is of GOD? and from the 
Promiſe of Chriſt, Go ye and teach, — and bo, 
J am with you always, even to the End of 
the World*; i. e. faithfully obey my Com- 
mand, and depend upon it, I will aſſiſt, pro- 
tect, and encourage you, and bleſs your * 
right Endeavours. 


. The preſent State of thoſe to whom we 
„ proves both the Importance, 


and the Difficulty of our Work. 


The Perſons we apply to, are either Uncon- 
verted, or Converted. If the former : How ſad 
their Caſe! How hard our Office! We ſet before 
them the dreadful Threatnings of God's 
Righteous Law, levelled againſt thoſe who 
preſume to violate it; and endeavour to im- 

preſs 


* Exod, iv. 13. J 2 Cor. iii. 5. * Mat, xxvili. 20. 
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preſs theſe Home upon Conſcience with a 
Thou art the Man. Thou art the miſer- 
able Wretch, who lieſt expoſed to all the 
« Vengeance of a Sin-hating Gop: And is 
e this a Caſe for a Man in his Senſes, 
* contentedly to remain in for a fingle 
« Hour? Flee for thy Life, Man ; for De- 
“ ſtruction is juſt behind thee: O flee to 
« IEsus, as the City of Refuge, where alone 
thou canſt be ſecure from the Avenger of 
« Blood!” But alas! We ſpeak as to the 
Deaf: They are regardleſs of the moſt aw- 
ful Warnings, and belieye not what we fay, be- 
cauſe the Evils threatned are inviſible, — 
Or we ſet before them the Offers of the Goſ- 
fel, and diſplay the incomparable Love of a 
compaſſionate dying Saviour. We try whe- 
ther Mercy may not melt thoſe Hearts, which 
Vengeance has not alarmed. But they are 
hardened thro the Deceitfulneſs of Sin, and 
have no Reliſh for theſe Bleſſings, becauſe they 
are Spiritual and Heavenly. While we plead 
for Chriſt with Sinners, we know before-hand, 
that their Prejudices againſt a Life of Godlineſs, 
their Luſts, and carnal Intereſts, plead power- 
fully againſt all we can offer. We diſſuade 
them from what by corrupt Nature and long 
Cuſtom in Sin, and by the ſenſual Gratifi- 
cations it has afforded to them, they are 
very fond of: And we perſuade them to 
what the carnal Mind, which 1s Enmity 

againſt 
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againſt GOD, riſes up in direct Oppoſition _ 
againſt, And is this the Caſe with a 
conſiderable Part of our Hearers? What little 
Hope then of Succeſs! What a Miracle is the 
real Converſion of any! How mult our In- 
ſufficiency make us deſpair of any Succeſs, if 
a greater Power than Human did not accom- 
pany the Preaching of the Goſpel! 

If our Hearers are converted, a more agree- 
able Scene opens to us, But even theſe are 
many of them, in a conſiderable Degree, ig- 
norant, weak, ſelfiſh, or conceited, ſoon of- 
fended, and eaſily prejudiced. Where is the 
faithful Miniſter of JesUs, who has not 
gone thro' ſome painful Exerciſes with Chri- 
ſtians, who have laboured under one or more 
of theſe ſpiritual Maladies? ho is weak, (may 
he ſay with the Apoſtle,) and I am not weak? 
Mao is offended, and I burn not- Who 

is weak in Grace, and fo apt to fall into 
e Sin, and I do not condeſcend to their Weak- 
- neſs, by teaching them according to their 


Capacity, and bearing with their Infirmi- 


e ties? And who is drawn into Sin by others, 
« and I am not filled with Zeal to have the 
«© Offenceremoved, and wth Grief that any 
* of Chriſt's Flock ſhould be ſcandalized ? ” 
And who doth not ſee, how greatly this adds 
to the Burden of the Miniſterial Office, 
when the Man of GOD, from an holy Soli- 
citude for the Welfare of all Chrj ift's Mem- 


bers, 
b 2 Cor, xi. 29, 
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bers, has a Fellow-feeling with them under 
all their Trials? | 

What Prudence doth it require, for a Mi- 
niſter to accommodate himſelf to Perſons, whoſe 
Caſes are ſo various? To be true to the Lord 
Chriſt, and to our own Conſctences, and yet 
thus become all Things to all Mense, is ſure 
no eaſy Matter, It is neceſſary, that both 
Saints and Sinners ſhould have their diſtinct 
Portion. An indiſcriminate general Way of 
Preaching, tho' it may be reckoned a polite, 
is never like to prove an edifying one. It is 
granted, that when we are preaching ge 
Terrors of the Lord, to awaken the ſtupid 
Sinner, they are too often diſregarded by 
him, while the trembling Saint applies them 
to his own Caſe ; and ſo thoſe Hearts are 
made fad by us, whom it is our earneſt De- 
fire to encourage and comfort. If we defcribe 
the Happineſs of the Perſon whoſe GOD is 
the Lord, and ſet before our Hearers the rich 
Inventory of the Promiſes and the unſearchable 
Riches of Chriſt, the ſincere but fearful Chri- 
tian, who ſhould entertain and feaſt his Soul 
with this heavenly Proviſion, is afraid to 
taſte it, leſt he ſhould take what doth not 
belong to him ; while the carnal Profeſſor 
is apt eagerly to catch it, and buoys up him- 
ſelf with a falſe Hope of Peace and Security, 
tho' his Heart is ſtill unrenewed, and his 
Converſation vain and frothy, But yet, caſt- 

8 ing 
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ing our Hearers into ſeveral Claſſes, and ſuit- 
ably addreſſing each, is greatly preferable to 
a Miniſter's ſpeaking to his whole Audience, 
as if they were alike Children of Gop, and 
Heirs of Bleſſedneſs. 


4. Every faithful Preacher of Ixsus muſt 
expect to meet Oppoſition and Diſcou- 


ragement in the Diſcharge of his Duty. 


A Miniſter of the Holy JIxsus, and an Ene- 
my of Satan, are convertible Terms. Whoever 
endeavours in ſerious Earneſt to ſet up and 
promote the Kingdom of the Bleſſed Redeemer 
in the Souls of Men, proclaims open War 
againſt the Prince of Darkneſs : And if you 
{trike at his Kingdom, depend upon it, he will 
{trike at your Reputation. The Devil will 
be very active in raiſing Prejudices and ſecret 
Oppoſition, if Gop reſtrains him from In- 
ſtances of open Perſecution. Where the Gol- 
pel of Jesus is ſincerely preached, a Door 
is opened for poor miſerable. Sinners, to ef- 
cape out of Satan's Territories, and to enter 
into tbe Kingdom of GOD's dear Son : But 
if all the Stratagems the cunning old Serpent 
is Maſter of, will avail, he will keep Sinners 
ſtill where they are. The Enemy of all Righ- 
teouſneſs will not ceaſe to pervert the right 
Ways of the Lord", either by ſecret Whiſpers, 
or by open Clamour. And the A” 
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of Satan join in the Cry; and from the real 
Faults of ſome, and the Weakneſs, Impru- 
dence, and Follies of others, take Occaſion 
to run down the whole Miniſterial Order as 
needleſs, and perhaps as hurtful to Society. 
So that an upright, holy, zealous Miniſter 
of the Lord JIEsus, whether among the Con- 

formijts or Nenconformiſts, muſt count upon 
meeting with 4 the Oppoſition in the Diſ- 
charge of his important Work, which he 
Prince of Hell is permitted to raiſe againſt 
him. | 4 

Yet if all our Oppcfition aroſe from the 
Malice of Satan, and the Rage and Fury 
of the openly Propbane, it were more tolerable : 
But too often our Diſcouragements ſpring 
from ſuch, as are reputatively Good Men, 
and from ſome who are really ſo, Now 
Oppoſition from this Quarter greatly ſinks 
the Spirits, as it 1s leaſt expected, and as jt 1s 
very unreaſonable and ungrateful. One would 
think, that a//, who love our Lord Jeſus in 
Sincerity, ſhould with Pleaſure join in pro- 
moting his Intereſt ; and rejoice to ſee it 
promoted by others, who in leſſer Matters 
may have ſome different Sentiments from them- 
ſelves. Provided Chriſt be preached, eſpecially 
if I have Reaſon to hope, it is done with a 
ſincere and honeſt Intention to render Souls 
wiſe to Salvation, I therein do rejoice, yea, 
and will rejoice*. And unleſs the contrary 
C 2 to 
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to this evidently appear, Chriſtian Charity 
obliges me to think and hope the beſt, But 
alas! we ſee but too plainly, that thro' the 
Remains of Carnality and a Party Spirit, in 
Perſons who denominating them from the 
better and prevailing Part are Good Men, it is 
in Fact otherwiſe. For myſelf J reſolve, 
(and hope, my Brethren, I ſpeak your Sen- 
timents too,) that wherever I ſee a Perſon, 
Minter, or private Chriſtian, wear Chriſt's 
Livery, (behaving holily, juſtly, and unblame- 
ably in all Manner of Converſation,) tho' he 
may not appear in my particular Colour, I 
will own him asmy Brother, and love; and em- 
brace, and treat him accordingly. But a dit- 
ferent Temper will prevail in ſome ; and we 
muſt expect to feel the diſagreeable Effects 
of it. 


5. Our own Indiſpoſitions, whether natural 
or moral, greatly add to the Deu of 
the Work. 


The Goſpel of Ixsus, great and invalu- 
able as the Treaſure is, is put into Earthen 
Veſſels l. Bodily Infirmities frequently call 
Miniſters off from their preparatory Studies: 
And at other Times, when the Wheels are 
clogged, tho they do not wholly ſtand ſtill, 
how flowly do they move! If the Spirit be 
willing, (and it is well, it we can by ſay 
that,) 
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that,) yet the Fleſh is weak®, fo that we can: 
not do the Things awe vou, or cannot do them 
as we would. The Prophets not only die as 
others *, but are ſubject to the ſame Diſorders, n 
whether acute or chronical, to which their f 
Hearers are liable. And by the latter (to 1 
which a ſedentary ſtudious Life more diſ- 1 
poſes them, than others,) many a worthy Mi- J 
niſter has languiſhed in Retirement and Con- 1 
finement, who would gladly have been at | 
his delightful Work. But let this Thought 
comfort ſuch, that our gracious Maſter takes 
the Will far the Deed “k. | 

We have alſo our moral Infirmities, as 
well as others. Elias was in that Senſe too 
a Man ſubjeft to like Paſſions as we are": 
And it holds true of the Miners of Ixsus 
under the New, as of the Prophets of Gop 
under the Old Teſtament. We feel in our- 
ſelves the fad Remains of indwelling Sin; * we 
lament them before Gop ; we labour to ſub- 
due them: And yet after all, while in a Body 
of Sin and Death, we cannot wholly eradi- 
cate theſe vicious Propenſities. So far as any 
finful Paſſion, or inordinate Appetite gathers 
to an Head, it abates our Zeal, and enervates 
our Labours. And the Out-Breakings of Sin, 
diſcernible in our Conduct, are apt to preju- 
dice Perſons againſt our Endeavours to pro- 
mote their Eternal Intereſt, Now in ſuch 

a Si- 

Mat. 2oxvi. 41, Gal. v. 11. ! Zech. i. 5. 

* 2 Cor. viii. 12. | Jam, v. 17. 


22 The Importance of the Miniſterial Office, 


a Situation of Things, how hard is it to ac- 
quit ourſelves well in he Office of a Goſpel- 

Miniſter ? Wete we (as one expreſſes it,) 
Angels by Nature, as well as by Office, it 
would leflen our Danger; but we are Men 
under the Scars of our Apeſtacy. And there- 
fore, who among us is ſuffictent for the/: 
Things ? 1 ſhall only mention one Conſidera- 
ſideration more. 


6. The ſolemn Account we muſt render 
of this our Miniſtry, and how we have 
fulfilled it, greatly adds to the Weigbt 
of our Wark, and ſliould deeply impreſs 
our Spirits in all our Miniſtrations, 


Ihe Day is haſteniog, when Cu R IST, cur 
great Lord will ſay to each of us, Give an 
Account of thy Stewardſhip v. How haſt 
thou diſcharged” tbe eveight Truſt com- 
emitted to thee ? Where the Talents I lodged 
te in thy Hands employed with Diligence 
ce and Fidelity, to anſwer the great Pur- 
2 Poſes of that Commiſſion I honoured thee 
« with? Haſt thou watched over and fed 
« the Flock, as became a diligent and faith- 
ce ful Paſtor? And was it thy daily Care 
* to ive over thoſe Holy Doctrines, thou 

te didſt inculcate upon others? 
After we have paſſed the ſolemn Trial, 
the Sentence will be — and Rewards 
Or 
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or Puniſbments aſſigned according to the reign- 
ing Character of each. The Rewards diſtri- 
buted to the faithful Miniſters of JIxEsus 
will be proportioned to their Sincerity, Di- 
ligence, and Holy Zeal: And theſe, Rewards 
of Eternal Duration; a Crown of Glory 
that fadeth not away”. Happy, thrice 
happy in that important Day, thoſe Miniſters 
of JEsUs, who ſhall be able ſtand forth with a 
numerous Spiritual Iſue, and ſay, Lord, here 
are we, and the Children thou haſt graciouſly 
given us. But as for thoſe who have been un- 
faithful, the Blood of all thoſe Souls, who were 
ſurprized and periſhed by the Enemy, while 
they, tho' Watchmen, blew not the Trumpet, and 
did not warn them of their Danger, ſhall be 
required at their Hands*, And the Miſery 
of theſe loſt Souls muſt needs be a dreadful 
Aggravation of their own. 

Now therefore, with the View of this 
important Day before us, to have the Souls 
F many, in a conſiderable Degree, to account 
for, as well as our own, what an awakening, 
awful Reflection is it? 

Each of theſe Six Particulars ſeparately 
conſidered, may induce us to break out in the 
Apoſtle's Exclamation, Who is ſufficient” for 
theſe Things? But if we view them as con- 
joined together, and adding Force to each 
other, the Retlcion of the Text appears 


to 
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to be grounded on the moſt ſolid Founda- 


Let us now ſuitably apply the Things we 
have heard. And after what has been ſug- 
veſted, 


(1.) Hence it appears juſtly ſurprizing, that 
ſo many weak Men ſhould imagine their 
ſlender Talents equal to the Miniſterial 
Charge, and ſo many wicked Ones dare 
to intrude themſelves into ſo important 
and ſacred an Office. 


If a Paul, a Man of ACA, hg OR 
Abilities, and extenſive acquired Learning, 
brought up at the Feet of Gamaliel, and eſ- 
teemed by Longinus (a very proper Judge,) 
one of the chief Orators of the Age; and 
more than this, an Apoſtle, not inferior to any 
in the ſacred College? ; if ſuch an one cries 
out, Who is ſufficient for theſe Things? What 
ſhall we fay to their Confidence and Raſh- 
neſs, who by their Language and Conduct 
judge any one equal to it! The Admittance 
of ſuch into the Miniſtry brings it into Con- 
tempt, and greatly hazards the Souls of Men 
by their Ignorance and Errors. Did theſe 
Perſons ſeriouſly read over the Epiſtles of 
St. Paul to Timothy and Titus, and conſider 
the various Furniture requiſite in a 7 
ini- 
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Miniſter, and that Chriſt in theſe latter Ages 
of the Church doth not ſupply the Defects 
of acquired Abilities by miraculous Gifts, it 
would abate their raſh Confidence, How 
many honeſt and ſerious Men, who might 
have been in private Life uſeful Members 
of the Community and the Church, have by 
an over-weening of their own Talents, and 
perhaps puſhed on by the miſguided Zeal of 
ſome of their Friends, ſpozled a good Lay-Man, 
to commence a loud and ignorant Preacher? 
And the Injury done is not confined to them- 
ſelves, and their deluded Followers; if it were, 
it would be more tolerable : But frequently a 
large Body of Men, who no Way deſerve 
ſuch Cenſures, are Sufferers by their Raſhneſs 
and Folly, in Conjunction with that of others, 
who will not diſtinguiſh, where the Difference 
is very apparent. 


(2.) Hence learn, that a faithful, conſcien- 
tious Diſcharge of the various Duties 
compriſed in the Miniſterial Office, will 
find a Man Employment enough to fill up 
his Time and Thoughts, without engag- 
ing in ſecular Employments, | 


The Inſtances of the Apoſtle Paul occa- 
fionally working at the Employment of 4 
Tent-maker *, and of the Prophet Amos hav- 
ing been an Herds-Man of Tekoa *, are fool- 

D iſhly 


1 Acts xvili. 3. Amos i. 1, 


26 The Importance of the Miniſterial Office, 
iſhly urged in Oppoſition to this Remark, 


2 Tim, iv, * 


ſince the Caſe widely differs. St. Paul had ſh 
in his younger Years copiouſly ſtocked his al 
Mind with various Parts of »/eful Litera- m 
ture; and the rich Furniture he had by the * 
Spirit of Tuſpiration, in Wiſdom and Know- 
ledge, and in Skill in many Languages, more * 
than ſupplied hat the Application of a Man's P. 
whole Life could do in an ordinary Way. J. 
But all thoſe Extraordinary Gifts are long bt. 
ſince ceaſed ; the Reaſons for the Donation * 
of them being no longer in Force. And Ns 
when Perſons can be ſupplied in the Way 25 
of common Providence, Gop is not wont to ey 
put him ſelf to the Expence of Miracles. 5 
The Day after the Iſraelites eat of the Corn R 
of Canaan's Land, the Manna from Heaven ſh 
ceaſed *. on 
Thoſe who are 'called to the Work of 2 
the Miniſtry, are not unneceſſarily to entan- 525 
gle themſelves with worldly Afairs*. They th 
are Chriſtian Soldiers, * 4 muſt attend their ue 
proper Buſineſs. Timothy i is charged to give r 
himſelf wholly to thoſe Things which concerned * 
the Office of an Evangel;/t *, and to confine 1) 
himſelf thereto. We ſhould labour to have th 
our Souls impreſſed with high Thoughts of fo 
the Dignity and Importance of the Mini- my 
ſterial Office, and with low Thoughts of * 
worldly Riches and Honours : And then we Tu 
ſhall th 
th 
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ſhall be convinced, that the whole Man, with 
all our Time, Strength, and Talents, is Airtle 
enough to devote to the Service of Chriſt and 
immortal Souls, wi act 

All our Work is not done in the Pulpit, 
nor in our Preparations for it. Parhur- 
Preaching ſhould follow after, and inforce 
Publick Preaching. When a Miniſter v1/its 
his Flock, it ſhould be, not with a bare How do 
ye ? but as a Minifter of Tesus, and a Friend 
to their Souls; watching for an Opportunity 
to promote their Spiritual Intereſt, and from 
every common Occurrence fliding into Holy 
and Heavenly Diſcourſe, By cultivating @ 
Religious Correſpondence with our People, we 
ſhall beſt know «what Subjects moſt to infiſt 


on for their Spiritual Edification ; and how ' 


to manage each, ſo as may moſt tend to pro- 
mote their Eternal Intereſt. We ſhall know 
thetr various Tempers, and whether Applica- 
tions to their Fears, or Hopes, are like to 
prove moſt ſucceſsful. We ſhall be acquainted 
with their Religious Doubts, Difjiculties, and 
Diſcouragements, to anſwer the firſt, aſſiſt 
them under the ſecond, and comfort them 
under the laſt. Had we a Lift of thoſe Mi- 
niſters, whoſe Labours the Divine Spirit moſt 
remarkably owned in the laſt Age for nume- 
rous Converſions, or whoſe Endeavours in 
the preſent Age he is pleaſed to crown with 
the greateſt Succeſs, I doubt not, they were, 
and are ſuch, who in a good Meaſure form 

D 2 their 
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their Conduct on the Apoſtle's admirable Plan, 
and not only teach their Hearers publickly, 
but from Houſe to Hoe. Something of 
this Nature J have obſerved among the Re- 
formed Churches in Holland, where the Paſ- 
tors and Elders, the Week before the Cele- 
bration of the Lord 5-Supper, make a Religi- 
ous Viſit to every Family in which there are 
Communicants. 

I need not hint to my Reverend Fathers 
2nd Brethren here preſent, what their own 
Prudence I doubt not will ſuggeſt to them, 
that in viſiting our Audience we ſhould care- 
fully abſtain from interfering with heir 
worldly Affairs, or being impertinently inqui- 
ſitive about heir Family Concerns : But the 
Hint in the general ſeemed neceſſary, and I 
heartily wiſh, it may be uſeful. 


(3.) Ot all Men, a Miniſter of Jesus 
ſhould be a Man mighty in Prayer. 


Certainly he has great Occaſion to be often 
on his Knees, and to be every Day very 
earneſt and fervent in bis Addreſſes at the 
Throne of Grace; ſince all his Supplies muſt 
come from Above. His Lamp muſt be /ighted 
with Fire from the Heavenly Sanctuary: It 
muſt be kept burning by freſh Supplies from 
_ the Spirit of Ixsus: And all the Succeſs that 
attends his Miniſtry, either as to the Hearts, 

or 
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or Lives of his People, muſt flow from the 
Communications of Divine Grace. A Man 
of GOD therefore ſhould ever be a Man of 
Prayer. 

He who is totally incapable of praying, 
unleſs the Compoſitions of others are befare 
him, to dictate Thoughts and Words, ſeems 


but 7 furniſhed for the Work of the Mini- 


ſtry. There are various Caſes in the Chri- 
ſtian Life, which no precompoſed Form 
can fully reach. But when I fay this, I 
am far from denying the Lawfulneſs, or even 
the Expediency of well-compoſed Evangelick 
Forms of Prayer in many Caſes, The Sea- 
man's Manual is a Proof of my Sentiments 
on this Head. And as to Family Devotion, 
rather than that important Part of Religion 
ſhould be neglected, or performed in a Man- 
ner leſs acceptable to thoſe who join in it, or 
leſs edifying, I would adviſe, at leaſt for a 
Time, the Uſe of ſome well. compoſed Form, 
till by frequent Reading the Holy Scriptures, 
by the Uſe of free Prayer in Secret, and a 
radual Advance in the Chriſtian Life, the 
Kea of the Family has ſo far acquired, with 
the Bleſſing of Gop upon his Endeavours, 
the Gift of Prayer, as to ſtand in no further 
Need of ſuch Aſſiſtance. 

But we are now treating of Miniſterial 
Qualifications : And as to ourſelves, it would 
be a Shame to be groſsly defective in a Part 
of our Office we have "ay Occaſions _ 

The 
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The Gift of Prayer, and the Grace of 
Prayer, are indeed diftin& Things, and onght 
not to be confounded : But every Miniſter 
of Chriſt ſhould labour for an Eminency in 
both. Let each of us who are engaged in 
this great Work, carry on every Part of 
it, in an humble Dependance on the Aſſiſt- 
ance and Bleſſing of our Lord IE SUS. Let 
fervent Prayer for Divine Aſſiſtance precede 
our Attempt; and when we find it crowned 
with Succeſs, let Praiſe to Gop be chear- 
fully tendered. If we truſt in ourſelves, no 
wonder our Labours are blaſted : But if re- 
nouncing Self- Dependance, we tely on our 
Goy, He will be our Arm every Morning, 
and our Salvation in the Time of Trouble v. It 
was juſtly remarked by Luther, that Prayer 
js One of the Three Things, that makes a 
— "worthy: Miniſter.” 


(4.) They who are beſt qualified for this 
Sacred Office, ought ſtill to preſs after 
further Wee ; 


We ſhould never erect a Pillar, with Ne 
plus ultra inſcribed upon it. Indeed, the bet- 
ter qualified any are, the livelier Apprehen- 
ſions they have of their numerous Defedts. 
Lord Bagon's Remark is a very juſt one, A 
© Smattering 6f Learning may puff a Man up, 
* and turn his Head with Self-Conceit ; 1 
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« if ever he attains a conſiderable Degree, 
ce it will bring him to himſelf again, and 
«© make him judge more ſoberly of his own 
5 Proficiency.” 

The Evangeliſt T:motby had the great Ad- 
vantage of drawing in Scripture-Knowledge 
From his Childhood: And the Names of his 
excellent Mother and Grand-Mother, who ſea- 
ſoned his ductile Age with Sacred Wiſdom, 
are by St. Paul recorded to their Honour“. 
Nor is this mentioned barely to commend 
them, but to excite young Timothy to the 
utmoſt Diligence and Care, that his After- 
Progreſs in Knowledge, Virtue, and Piety, 
might be anſwerable to the fair Bloſſoms 
of Hope conceived of him from ſuch an 
Education; and to excite other Relatives, eſ- 
pecially Mothers and Grand-Mothers, faith- 
fully to diſcharge their Duty, in Hope their 
dear Offspring may in Time become the Timo- 
thy's of the Age. When grown to Manhood, 
this Evangeliſt enjoyed uncommon Aſſiſt- 
ance from St. Paul's Converſe. One of Auſtin's 
Wiſhes, * to hear that Chief of the Apoſtles 
« preach,” he was frequently favoured with. 
And yet, he was to give Attendance to Read- 
ing, to Exhortation, to Doctrine, and to me- 
ditate on theſe Things *, 5 

The Motto of one of the Britiſh Nobility 
well becomes every Miniſter of JEsUs, For- 
ward. Where is the Man, where is the Mini- 

fer 
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fer of Chriſt, who hath dived fo far in the 


Scripture, that he can go no further ? Were 
our Lives to be ſtretched out to the Date of an 
Antediluvian, we might be ſtill making a 
Progreſs in Scripture- Knowledge. We owe 
to Gop, to our own Conſciences, and to 
the Flock committed to our Charge, our con- 
tinued Endeavours to advance both in Wiſ- 
dom and Grace: And we ſhall find Occa- 
ſions to uſe the higheſt Meaſures attainable, 
if we would maintain the full Dignity of the 
Sacred Office, and effectually anſwer its im- 
portant Purpoſes. 


(5.) Laſtly, Since the Work of a Goſpel 
Miniſter is /o difficult, as well as impor- 
tant, let ſuch Congregations as chuſe 4 
well-qualiſied Paſtor, endeavour to make 
the Burden ſit as eaſy as poſſible, by bear- 
ing their proper Part of it. 5 


When the People conſcientiouſly diſcharge 
their Duty, it greatly leſſens the Hardſhips 
of the Miniſter, or, ſhall I rather ſay, 7urns 
bis very Labours into a Pleaſure. To reflect 
on the glorious Succeſs Gop crowned his En- 
deavours with, ſweetened all Sf. Paul's Toils 
and Sufferings : For what (fays he,) is our 
Hope, or Joy, or Crown of Rejoicing ? Are 
not even ye, in the Preſence of our Lord Feſus 
Chriſt at his Coming? For ye are our Glory 


and 
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and Foy*: Words, which « Man of GOD } 
doth not barely read, but feels the Emphaſis | [ 
of. When a Miniſters Labours among a | 
People are taken kindly, when he is heard 1 
with Attention and Candour, when he ſees | 
the happy Fruit of his Preaching in his Peo- | 
ple's Holy and Cloſe Walk with Gop, this | | 
gives him Life and Spirit. When he enters 4 
his Cloſet, and prays for the Succeſs of 
his Labours, and has Reaſon to think, that 
many Prayers are going forward on his Ac- 
count, how pleaſing is the Reflection to 4 
faithful Miniſter of JEsUs | When Hands 
and Hearts are thus united, and lfted up in 
Prayer to Almighty Gop, the Father of 
our Lord JEsvs, for a Bleſſing, there is good 
Reaſon to hope, that 1/ae/s Cauſe will pre- 
vail, and Amalek be defeated. When a 
Miniſter enjoys the Love of his People, the 
Way is open into their Hearts; and they 
will put a kind Conſtruction, both on his 
Words and Actions. 

My Friends, be very tender of the Repu- 
tation of your Miniſter. His Uſefulneſs 
among you greatly depends upon it. Many 
little conſider, how much the Enemy of Souls 
is gratified, and the Work of Chr:/t obſtructed, 
by aſperfing the Character of thoſe who la- 
bour in the Word and Doctrine. Every little 
idle Story, that would leſſen their Reputation, 
the People ſhould, on their Account, as well as 

E that 


» Theſſ. ii, 19, 20. © Exod, xvii. 11, 


34 The Importance of the Miniſterial Office, 
that of their Paſtor, filence at the firſt Hear- 
ing; and flop the Tale-bearer's Mouth for the 
future, by immediately frowning upon him. 
Inſtead of obſerving with a cenſorious Eye 
the Infirmities of thoſe, who are over you in 
the Lord, and watch for your Souls; obſerve 
the Endowments, whether of Gifts or Graces, 
the glotious Head of the Church has imparted 
to them. 3 4 
Continue to reverence and behave towards 
your aged and worthy Paſtor, is a Father ; 
and to eſteem and love Him, who is this Day 
» ſet apart to exerciſe that Office jointly, as a 
Brother : That all the Paſtors and Miniſters 
of vatious Churches, who are at your Re- 
queſt come together to aſſiſt and join in the 
felemn Work of ibis Day, may hear with 
Pleaſure, that you fand faſt in the Faith 
of the Goſpel, and are happily united in 
Love and brotherly Affection to each other 
and ſo may have reaſon to rejoice with you, 
and for you. 2 

To cloſe the whole, Tho' neither We who 


are Miniſters, are of ourſelves fufficient for 


that arduous Work; nor You that are Hearers, 
ſo to attend our Preaching, as to render it 
a Savour of Life unto Life to your own 
Souls ; let this Thought encourage us all, 
that in the Bleſſed Jesvs, the Head of the 
Church, all Fulneſs dwells; there is a glorious 
Sufficiency both for us and you. And from 


the Plenitude of his Grace, He is ready to 


ſup- 


Ka. © Mo a. ii. a. 


1 1 3 _ «as 


and the Difficulty of rightly diſcharging it. 3 5 
upply all thoſe, who act Faith upon Him, 
and by ardent Prayer implore a Share in his 
gracious Aids. May the Almighty SpIRIT, 
the Spirit of the Father and the Son, fo direct 
and influence our Miniſtry, and enlighten and 
renew your Souls, that we may all be built up 
in the Faith and Hope of the Goſpel, and fi- 
nally obtain an Inheritance among all thoſe 
who are ſanctiſied in Chriſt Jeſus!] Amen. 
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Delivered at the 


OR DIN ATI ON 


Of the Reverend 


Mr. ABR AH AMT OZ ER. 


My DAR BROTHER, 


HEN I conſider the rational 
and edifying Manner, in which 
the Solemnities of Ordination- 
Days amongſt us are adjuſted 
and conducted, and recolle& 
what I hope I may juſtly call 
the various and delightful Tokens of the Di- 
vine Preſence in our Aſſemblies on ſuch Oc- 
caſions, I cannot but eſteem it my Happi- 
neſs to have been an Attendant on ſo man 
of them, My Memory goes back with Joy 
to many former Years, in each of which 
Providence has given me, in one Part of our 
Country or another, to ſee young Miniſters, 


who have a good Report of all Men, and of 


38 The Charge delivered at the Ordination 
the Truth itſelf*, after having approved them- 


ſelves to Chriſtian Societies, generally by 


ſome conſiderable Series of Probationary La- 
bours, unanimouſly choſen by the reſpective 
Churches, and invited to the Paſtoral Office 
over them without one diſſenting Voice. With 
Delight have I heard their faithful and af- 
fectionate Teſtimony to the great Truths of 
the Goſpel, in judicious Summaries of the 
Chriſtian Religion, drawn up by them in 
ſuch Expreſſions as they freely choſe, with- 
out the Impoſition of Human Forms; Sum- 
maries, which, in this Connection, I muſt 
acknowledge to have been in the Number of 
the moſt affecting and edifying publick Diſ- 
courſes. If I have ever known the Spirit of 
Prayer poured forth, as in a Kind of Cele- 


ſtial Torrent, to add at once Dignity, Sanc- 


tity, and Tranſport to our Aſſemblies, it has 


been on ſuch Occaſions: And the = 


tions of my Brethren in their Sermons, and 


Charges, have often been the Means of hum- 


bling, of melting, and of animating my Soul. 
The preſent Pleaſure attending theſe Sacred 


Hours, the religious Improvement received 
from what has paſſed in them, the chearing 


Proſpect which — give relating to the Church 
in future Vears, and even in Generations yet 


to come, do all concur to demand my Thank- 
fulneſs, that 1 have ſo often on ſuch Seaſons 


been called io go with the Multitude to the Houſe 


of 


3 John, ver. 12. 
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of GOD *. But I will freely own, the En- 
joyment has often been abated, by the Obliga- 
tion I have been under to officiate, not only in 
ſome publick Work, but eſpecially in the Part 
which is now deyolved upon me. Nor ſhould 
I, after having delivered ſo many Charges, 
as well as opened my Heart fo fully to you, 
Dear Sir, in a more private Manner, on almoſt 
every Subject relating to the Miniſtry, know 
how to ſet myſelf with any Spirit to what muſt 
be in a great Meaſure a Repetition of former 
Wings; if I did not recolle&, that what is 
immediately addreſſed to one's ſelf, in the 
Midſt of ſuch peculiar Solemnities, may 
have ſome ſingular Weight, beyond what 
the ſame Thing would have in a more pri- 
vate Addreſs, or if thus publickly offered to 
another Perſon. And therefore I perſuade 
myſelf, you will hear me with all Attention 
and Regard, while I give a little Vent to the 


Fulneſs of my Heart, in ſuch Fraternal Con- 


gratulations, Admonitions, and Encouragements, 
as may ſuit the preſent Occaſion, and may, 
by the Divine Bleſſing, be of ſome Service 
to you, and my other beloved and honoured 
Brethren, who are ſharing in the Honours, 
the Labours, and the Burthens of this Evan- 
gelical Miniſtry, to the full Exerciſe of 
which you have now been ſolemnly called 
and ſet apart. 


I, LET 
d Pſal. xlii. 4. 
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I. LET me moſt cordially and affecti- 
onately congratulate you, my dear Bro- 
ther, that you have now been thus pub- 
lickly called and devoted to the Miniſterial 
and Paſtoral Office. 


Paul eſteemed it Matter of moſt joyful 
Reflection, when he ſaid, I thank Chriſt Je- 
ſus our Lord, that he hath counted me faithful, 
putting me into the Miniſtry ©. And I thank 
him from my Soul, as the great Head of 
the Church, that He is ſtill raiſing a Succeſ- 
fron of thoſe who are to bear it, and that 
you, Dear Sir, are numbered among them. 
I moſt heartily congratulate you, on the Ho- 
nour,—the Pleaſure, — and the Uſefulneſs of 
that Station of Life on which you now 
enter. 


1. I congratulate you on the Honour of 
your Office, 


For with whatever Contempt Ignorant and 
Profane Men may treat it, it is highly bo- 
nourable in its ſimpleſt Forms ; and needs 
none of the external Ornaments which Men 
can hang about it, to render it ſo, If it be 
honourable, to be (tho' confeſſedly in a lower 
Senſe, than the Title was applicable to the 
Apoſtles,) an Embaſſador of Chriſt, ** a 

| an 


6 1 Tim, i. 12. 
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Man of GOD, you have that Honour. If 


it be bonourable, to ſuſtain the higheſt Truſt, 
that can, in the Methods of common Pro- 
vidence, be repoſed in mortal Man, even to 
have he glorious Goſpel of the Bleſſed GOD 
committed to our Charge, and to be made 
Guardians of Souls which are to exiſt for ever: 
Il it be honourable, to bear an Office which 
was ſanctified by Chri/t, who himſelf bore it, 
and by bearing it has dignified it for ever; 


an Office, which is mentioned- in the-Sacred 


Oracles, as the great Gif? of Chriſt to his 


Church; as the immediate, tho' not the ulti- 
mate, End of the moſt viſible and extraor- 
dinary Effuſion of his Spirit:. For when 
he aſcended up on high, and led Capti vity Cap- 
tive, he gave Gifts unto Men; and diſtributed 
the Royal Donative, giving firſt i Apoſtles, 
then Prophets, then Evangel e, then Paſtors 
and Teachers; that by it Holy Men might be 
per fectiy fitted for the Work of | the Miniſtry, 
that ſo the Body of Chri 
Church,) might be edified*®, or built up: 

Rejoice, that your Name is now (as it were) 
inſerted in the Catalogue of zheſe bis Servants, 
and reflect frequently on the Honour; not to 
be exalted above Meaſure, but to be awikened 


and animated to a Dignity and Sanctity of 


Behaviour 0 to it. | 
| PH my Let 
5 Tim 1 fi. rr | 
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2. Let me alſo congratulate you on the Plea» 
ſures of that Office, on which you are 
entered. | 


For Pleaſures mingle themſelves amidft all 
its Labours and Difficulties, all its Reproaches, 
and its Perſecutions; yea, when duely ex- 
ecuted, it is 4 Series of Pleaſures, Pleaſures 
will meet you in your ſecret Retirements ; they 
will attend you here in the Houſe of your 
GOD ; they will follow you 0 the Houſe of 
your Friends : They will crown all your Days, 
and above all your Sabbaths : And theſe, ra- 
tional, pure, ſublime Pleaſures, which the Man 
may approve, the Chriſtian reliſh, and which, 
did Angels dwell in Human Fleſh, they ſurely 
would purſue, _ 

. Muſt it not neceſſarily be pleaſant to a de- 
vout Heart, (and Gop forbid, that any other 
ſhould here. be in Queſtion!) to give itſelf 
up in Secret to the Contemplation of Divine 
Things, to ſearch the rich Mines of Scrip- 
ture, to inveſtigate the glorious Myſteries 
with which they are pregnant, and which An- 
gels floop down that they may look into *? to com- 

one Part of the Sacred Oracles with ano- 
ther, that each may be illuſtrated by the Com- 
pariſon ? te diſcover, I will not ſay New 
Doctrines of Importance, (for I perſuade my- 
ſelf, Gop has not left his Chriſtian Church 
| | | * 


5 Fx Pet, 1. 11. 
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to learn them in theſe laſt Days,) but New Ilu- 
ſtrations of the great and acknowledged Truths 
of his Goſpel, Nero Beauties in the Arrange- 
ment and Expreſſions of particular Texts, 
New Methods of touching the Hearts of Men, 
by Truths already familiar to their Ear? 
What can be more delightful alſo, than to 
riſe up to lead the Publick Devotions of a 
worſhipping Aſſembly ? to ſpread before the 
Bleſſed Gop, in their Name, and our own, 
Prayers and 8 upplications, Interceſſions and 
Thankſgtvings? to remind them of the Di- 


vine Mercy ? to proclaim among them the 


everlaſting Goſpel ? animated with a ſecret 
Hope, (while meditating in Private, while 
faking in the Aſſembly,) that by the Di- 
vine Bleſſing, the Knowled geand Loveof Gop 
in a Redeemer may: be ſhed -abroad on ſome 
ignorant and wretched Soul, hitherto deſti- 
tute of it; and in many other Inſtances, that 
truly Chriſtian Sentiments may be kept alive, 

in Hearts that have already received them, 
and be tranſmitted from the preſent to the next 

Generation ? | 

Nor can any Subjects of Converſation ad- 
miniſter a nobler Delight in the Houſes of your 
Friends, than thoſe which will naturally fall be- 
fore you, as a Miniſter. For if Religion add fo 
much Sweetneſs and Endearment to Friendſhip, 
when contracted between Perſons of the moſt 
rivate Characters, it muſt much more do it 
in ſuch Inſtances ; where paſt Miniſterial Ser- 
F 2 vices 


— 
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vices may be recollected, where the Fruits 
of them may be made apparent, and tbe 
Man of GOD: more abundantly furniſhed for 
the future Diſcharge of his Office, in the moſt 
ſuitable, and therefore the: moſt edifying Man- 
ner. "WaIch' naturally leads me, | 
3. To eobgratulite got! on a-thet Proſpect 
of "Uſefulneſs, | which this happy _ 


Ty op: upon you, | 


11 is true, that how well ſo ever we may 
wi furniſhed for the Miniftry, and how agrec- 
ably ſo ever we are placed in it, we muſt 
not hope, that our Succeſs will be univerſal : 
Hardly can we flatter ourſelves, that it will 
be general. What are we better than our Fa- 
thers s? Or how comparable to our Maſter ? 
'That we ſhould never complain with them, 
and even with Him, that we labour in vain, 
and ſpend our Strength for nought " ? Vet we 
can ourſelves witneſs, from what we have 
ſeen, and from what we have felt, the Ble/- 

ng that hath attended the Min ry of others. 
And ] truſt, that even thoſe of us, who are 
leaſt advanced in Life, leaſt experienced in 


the Work, have already been favoured with 


ſome Seals of our Miniſtry, ſome who are 


as Letters of Recommendation, written as it 
were by the Hand of Chriſt bimſelf'; and 


at 
t 1 Kings xix. 4. Ifai, xlix. 4. 2 Cor, iii, 1, 2. 
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that you, Sir, will be thus honoured. Oh 
that it might be abundantly ! Yes, I truſt, 
Gop will give you to convert many. And if 
it were but one, who can expreſs the Happi- 
neſs of ſaving one Soul from Death, of con- 
ducting one immortal Creature to Life and 
Glory everlaſting ? 

Yow will alſo, I doubt not, edify many by 
every publick Prayer you offer, and by every 
Sermon you preach. ' Your Words, proceed- 
ing from your own Heart, will 'reach the 
Hearts of others, and: rekindle the languiſh- 
ing Flame of Devotion. Every Virtue, and 
every Grace, will, I hope, flouriſh under 
your Cultivation ; while you ſtrengthen, with 
renewed Exhortations, every good Reſolution 
already formed: And the riſing Generation, 
growing up under your Care, in Concurrence 
with that of pious Parents whom you ani- 
mate to the important Charge of their Edu- 


cation, will, by . inſenfible Degrees, be fur- 


niſhed with the Knowledge of Religion, and 
brought, not only to the Speculation, but 
to the Sentiments and Practice of it. So that 
while ofbers have, it may be, their Bags, their 
Houſes, their Furniture, and their Fields, to 
ſhew as the Effect of tberr Labours; you will 
have Captives of Satan, reſcued from his Ty- 
ranny, adopted into the Family of Gop, and 
honoured with the Privileges of his Children, 
crouding his Courts, and ſurrounding his Ta- 
ble, as the infinitely more valuable Fruits of 
yours. 
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yours. You will ſee the Character of Chri- 
ſtians brightening from Sabbath to Sabbath, 
under your Evangelical and Practical Inſtruc- 
tions ; their Blemiſhes wearing out, and 
their Graces contracting (as by Exerciſe they 
vill contract) more Strength and more Beauty 
continually. 
_  Gop will alfo undoubtedly give you, to 
wipe the weeping Eye, to chear the mourning 
Heart; to be His Inſtrument in taking off 
the Burthen from fender deprefſed Spirits; 
in which Number you will ſometimes find 
thoſe, who may (if any in the World may,) 
be juſtly called the Excellent of the Earth*, 
CHRIST, the great Lord of the Church, 
will in many Inſtances make you (as it were) 
the Almoner of his Bounty, and Meſſenger 
of his Love; while He is giving to them that 
mourn in Zion, Beauty for Aſhes, and ſend- 
ing them the Garments of Praiſe in Exchange 
for the Spirit of Heavineſs', Your kind Of- 
fices, and the happy Effects of them, will 
attend your Friends, not only in all the 
darkeſt Hours of preceding Afffiction, but 
even on their dy:ng Beds. There will you 
- animate their Faith; there will you be 4 
Helper of their Foy n; and furniſh the Hand 
of the departing Pilgrim, with the Promi/es 
of Gop as @ ſure Staff, to ſupport him in 


his Way thro! all the gloomy Horrors of — 
js la 
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laſt Valley, by which he muſt paſs to the 
New Feruſalem, 

By ſuch Traces of Uſefulneſs will you 
mark (as it were) the ſeveral Years, and 
Months, and Days of Life ; while the Paſ- 
ſage of ſo many others thro' it is like that 
of an Arrow. thro' the trackleſs Air: Till at 
length you die with a pleaſing Conſciouſneſs, 
that you have not lived in vain, and riſe to 
Rewards never to be deſcribed by mortal 
Voice, never to be conceived by the Human 
Heart, and of which I muſt not fay any 
Thing more now, as I am briefly to touch 
upon them in the concluding Part of my 
Diſcourſe. | Re 

Now while you have theſe Things in 
View, do you not, my Brother, congratulate 
yourſelf upon this happy Occaſion? I am 
perſuaded, you do, I am perſuaded, that 
your Heart is even now bowing itſelf in ſe- 
cret Thankfulneſs before Gop, that He hath 
honoured you with Capacities for this Work; 
that He hath furniſhed you with the Means 
of a proper Education for it ; and that His 
Providence has at length called you out to it. 
Nor can your Gratitude forget His diſtin- 
guiſhed Goodneſs in ſertling you with ſo ge- 
nerous, ſo affectionate, and ſo pious a People, 
and now in the Bonds of Toint-Paſtorſhip 


with that faithful and venerable Servant of 


Chriſt, with whom you ſhare the Office.“ 


vou 


The Reverend Mr. Thomas Scott, Senior. 


— — „ 
—— 
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You will, I doubt not, ſerve with him, as a 
Son with a Father, in the Goſpel of Chriſt." 
Nor can the warmeſt Friendſhip form a 
greater Wiſh for you, than that you may 
learn by the daily Opportunities of conver- 
ing with him, to improve more and more in 
that rich Variety of Chriſtian and Miniſterial 
Graces, which have for a long Series of Vears 
rendered his Name ſo honourable in our 
Churches, and his Flock ſo peculiarly. happy. 
Oh that I could alſo congratulate you, and 
them, on returning and continued Opportu- 
nities of learning, as formerly, by bis pub- 
lick Labours! In the mean Time, permit 
me with theſe cordial Congratulations to in- 
termingle, | QF. JUN 


II. Some faithful Admonitions, relating to 
the Labours, — the Difficulties —the Op- 
poſitions, attending the Station of Life on 
which you are entered, —and the ſolemn 
Account in which it is to terminate. 


Of theſe indeed you have juſt now been re- 
minded by my dear and honoured Brother, in 
ſo judicious, and in ſo pathetical a Manner, that 
it is the leſs neceſſary for me to enlarge upon 
them. - Yet were they to be wholly omitted by 
me in this Diſcourſe, it could hardly be called a 
Charge; and I fear, it is a Subject, on which 
we all need Line upon Line, and Precept 

upon 

Phil. ii. 22. 
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pon Precept. Let me therefore ſolemnly, 
tho' briefly, remind you, 


1. Of the Labours, that attend this Situa- 
tion in Life. 


Theſe indeed are ſuch, as will demand an 
almoſt | uninterrupted Attention of Mind, 
and Vigour of Diligence. Labours await 
you at Home, and Abroad: Labours on 
your own Days, and on the Sabbath; a Day of 
Reſt to others, but to you of the moſt ſtre- 
nuous, tho moſt delightful Service: La- 
bours in the Study; that Knowledge may be 
increaſed ; that Proviſion may be made for 
publick Miniſtrations, with Solidity, with 
Perſpicuity, with Propriety, wirh Energy, 
with Tenderneſs : Labours in the Pul- 
pit; that pubhick Devotions may be ſuitably 
and fervently poured out before Gop; and 
Sermons ſo delivered, as, if poſſible, to com- 
mand the Attention of the Auditory, and to 
communicate, in a natural and effectual Man- 
ner, thoſe good Affections to others, which 
you feel in your own Breaſt, Not to 
mention the Labours to be gone thro' in vi- 
fiting your Friends, and in the Exerciſe cf 
that prudent perſonal and domeſtick Inſpection, 
which you muſt neceſſarily attend to, if you 
would approve yourſelf a ſ#z/ful, yea I will 
add, if you would approve yourſelf a faith- 
ful Shepherd. What a Combination on 
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the whole! Labours of the Head, Labours of 
the Voice; but oh, above all, Labours of the 
Heart ! For this is indeed the Labour : To 
fix on our own inconſtant Spirits a becoming 
habitual Senſe of GOD ; to feel always in our 
own Breaſt thoſe prous Aﬀettions, which it is our 
Buſineſs to endeavour to raiſe in others; in a 
Word, to keep the Sacred Flame of Love to 
Gop, to CHRIST, and to the Souls of Men, 
ever burning, yea ever glowing, with an Intenſe- 
neſs of Heat proportionable to the Number 
and Nature of hoe Sacrifices, which are 
daily, which are Fourly to be preſented! 
Help, Lord, or it will ſoon be extinguiſhed ! 
Feed it continually by Thy celeſtial Stream; 
or who is ſufficient for theſe Things * !/——You 
will ſurely ſay ſo, when you conſider, 


2. The Difficulties attending your Work, 


of which I am next to admoniſh you, 


But here, as indeed under the former Head, 
your own Experience mult already have done 
it in the moſt convincing Manner. You find 
the Miniftry, a Work that requires not only 
patient Induſtry, but wiſe Conduct and happy 
Addreſs. Difficulties meet us in the Cloſet, 
even when our own Minds are competently 
furniſhed with Divine Knowledge, fo to 
adjuſt the Compoſition of our Diſcourſes, as 

that 
o 2 Cor, ii. 16. 
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that the Underſtanding of our Hearers may 
be enlightened, their Conſcience convinced, 
and their Affections impreſſed; that the g- 
norant may be inſtructed, that the Careleſs 
may be awakened, that che Hypocrite may 
be detected, that the Mourner may be com- 
forted, the Dejected revived, the Backſlider 
| reſtored, the confirmed Chriſtian yet more 
eſtabliſhed ; in a Word, that every one may 
have hrs Portion of Meat in due Scaſon b, and 
every one, ſo far as may be, according to 
his own Taſte too; at leaſt, that what we 
ſay, while it is intelligible to the meaneſt, 
may not be juſtly contemptible to the more 
refined, but that Things and Werds may be 
fought out, ſo far as Faithfulneſs will permit, 
acceptable to both%, And how bard is it, to 
unite all theſe Views, eſpecially amidit ſuch 
a Diverſity of Sentiments, as well as Circum- 
ſtances! And this, not only where thoſe are 
in Queſtion, who have apparently made Ship- 
wreck of Faith and a good Conſcience *, and 
whom in ſome Reſpects it might be Infamy 
to pleaſe ; but even where, among the belt 
of Men, aifferent Apprebenſiuus of Things, 
conſcientiouſly received and retained, will 
lead one to difreliſh what another moſt "wiſhes 
10 hear, and poſſibly in ſome Inſtances, one 

to cenſure even becauſe another applauds. 
It may on all theſe Accounts, and many 
others, be difficult to inſtruct, and it will be 
G 2 {till 


Luke xii. 42, 4 Eccl. xii, 10, * 1 Tim. i. 19. 
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ſtill more difficult to reprove. General Hints 
given in Publick will by guilty Conſciences be 
interpreted as perſonal Reflections, and perhaps 
aggravated into open Abuſe, and Occaſions 
of declared Enmity: And private Applica- 
tions will be evaded, diſcouraged, and ve 
robably reſented. The Corruptions of the 
Heart will rife againſt the moſt friendly Efforts 
of Cure; and thoſe Wounds which moſt abſo- 
lutely require @ deep. Search, will be leaſt pa- 
tient even under the gentleſt Touch. Your 
Solicitude to pleaſe GOD will, in many In- 
ſtances, difpleaſe Men. Your Heart will be 
grieved by many unſucceſiful Labours. And 
to cloſe the melancholy Scene, you will pro- 
bably ee ſome, of whom you had very agree- 
able Hopes, falling away from all Regard to 
ſerious Religion; and perhaps may find your- 
ſelf obliged, tho' with a reluctant Heart, to 
bear your Part in ſeparating ſome from your 
Communion, whom you gathered into it with 
the greateſt Joy, and in whom you bleſſed 
yourlelf as the Seals of your Miniſtry. 


Theſe are Dzfficulties, which may ariſe 


from within; and beſides theſe, the Preju- 


dices of the World will lie ſtrongly againſt 
you from without, Many Eyes will be upon 
you, to obſerve. your Condat. By ſome your 
Slips will be magnified into Crimes; and if 
you walk fo cautiouſly, (tho' who can 
promiſe himſelf that he ſhall,) as to eſcape 
any juſt Blame, Malice will create — 

| | 0 
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of Enſure, perhaps in ſome Inſtances even from 
your Solicitude to avoid it. Your Zeal will be 
called Bigotry, and your Candor Hypocriſy ; 
your Humility Afectation; and your Activity 
will be imputed, either to a high Opinion 
of your own Abjhties,or to a vain Deſire of out- 
ſhining others, or to a low Purſuit of P 
larity from arrogant or intereſted Principles. 
Such Treatment have the beft of Men found; 
and ſuch muſt you expect, unleſs Satan loſe 
his Influence over the World by much ſwift- 
er Degrees, than we have any Warrant to 
hope that he will. But this naturally leads 


me to warn you, 


3. Of the Oppoſitions, which you may meet 
with in your Miniſtry. 


Theſe may indeed, in different Circum- 
ſtances, . be more or leſs extream : But ſome- 
thing of this Kind is at all Events to be ex- 
pected ;-and it will be our Wiſdom to pro- 
vide againſt the worſt. * Gird up therefore 
the Loins of your Mind'. Remember, that 
you are putting on your Harneſs *; and Gon 
only knows, to what Combats you may be 
called. 

We have un enjoyed Halcyon Days, thro' 


the Favour of Providence, and the Equity of 


our Civil Governours ; to whom, I hope, we 
are grateful for it, as we ought. But He 


that 


* 1 Pet, i, 13. © 1 Kings xx. 11, 
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that rules in the Heavens can only ſay, how 
ſoon Clouds may gather, and how ſoon Tempeſts 
of Thunder and Lightening may burſt upon 
us. Sometimes, you know, a Storm ariſes 
on a Sudden, and the Deadneſs of the pre- 
ceding Calm increaſes both its Terror and its 
— 2 So ſinful a People, as we muſt 
confeſs ourſelves to be, can never have Reaſon 
to wonder, at any publick and national Cala- 
mity, with may break in upon us in a Mo- 
ment. But ſhould Circumſtances more gra- 
dually change, you, Sir, and our younger 
Brethren, may live to ſee an Enemy in the 
Sanctuary of the Lord; may live to fee our 
Religious Liberties trampled under Foot, and 
with them undoubtedly our Cv), for they 

are Twins that will live and die e o< 
You may perhaps be called to ret unto Blood®, 
to glorify Gop in the Flames, and to teach 
your Flock Chriſtian Courage and Fidelity, 
not by Words, but by Martyrdom. Such 
Things you may ſuffer, as a Proteſtant, as a 
Chriſtian. 

And more peaceful Times . their Trials 
too, tho' perhaps not equally ſevere. I do 
indeed hope, that mutual Love is growing, 
among the various Denominations of Cbri- 
/tians, and particularly between us, and our 
Brethren of the Eftabliſhment. And ma y 
the Bleſſings of te GOD of Peace reſt on 


the Men who cultivate it, on both Sides 
But 


1 Pal, Ixxiv, 3 * Heb; xii. 4. 
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But we cannot hope to ſee the Time, when 
all (hall be ſo moderate and ſo equitable, as not 
to think and judge with ſome Severity of thoſe, 
whoſe Conſcience obliges them, tho' in the 
modeſteſt Manner, to maintain different Forms 
of Worſhip and Diſcipline, even where the 
great Articles of Faith are the fame.——And 
a different Fudgment relating to the Articles 
of ' Faith may draw down yet ſeverer Cenſures 
and Oppoſition, from thoſe whoſe Judgment 
in Worſhip and Diſcipline agrees ever ſo well. 
And I muſt faithfully warn you, Sir, 
that if you go on to aſſert (as I hope you al- 
ways will,) thoſe great Doctrines of the Goſpel 
to which you have now borne a Publick Te- 
ſtimony, (I particularly mean he Deity and 
Atonement of CHRIST, the Ruin of our 
Nature by the original Apoſtacy, and our Re- 
ſtoration by the Agency of the Bleſſed Spirit;) 
you are not to imagine, that any Moderation 
of Temper, or any other perſonal Virtue, or 
all your-Zeal for the Service of the Common 
Cauſe of Chriſtians, Proteſtants, or Diſſenters, 
will atone for what ſome will imagine ſo great 
a Crime; or ſhelter you from the affected 
Contempt, and ſevere Reproaches of ſome 
angry People, who amidſt all their Profeſſions 
of the moſt unbounded Charity will think yours 
an excepted Caſe, or will rather chuſe to be 
injurious to you than conſiſtent with them- 
ſelves. But it is after all a very ſmall 
Matter, to be judged of Man's Judgment: 


E 


—— — 
P ˙ wQ er — — — 
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He that judgeth us is the Lord? : And that 
is the moſt ſolemn Thought of all, concern- 
ing which I am /a/y to admoniſh you, even 


4. The awful Account, which you are 
ſhortly to give ap to Him, from whom 
you have received your Miniſtry. 


We muſt all appear before the Fudgment-Seat 
of Chrift*: And if He account with the mean- 
eſt of his Servants, we may aſſure ourſelves, 
He will do it with 57s Stewards. And let 
us remember, that when the Books are opened, 
it will not only be fonnd upon Record there, 
e that /ach @ Congregation was at ſuch a 
«, Time committed to this, of that Miniſter ; ” 
but a particular Regiſter will in effect be pro- 
duced of every Soul conſigned to our Care: 
« So many Heads of Families, together with 
« ſuch Children, and ſuch Servants,” And 
then our Conduct will be reviewed, and Ex- 
amination made, how far we have an- 
« ſipered our Truſt.” Should it be found, 
that we have neglected and abuſed it, the Diſ- 
pleaſure of our great Lord and Maſter will 
riſe in Proportion to its Importance, and to 
the Opportunities we have had of doing good 
in it: Opportunities, which tho We may not 
perhaps ſo thoroughly examine, as to con- 
ceive of their full Extent, He moſt circum- 
ſtantially knows. And ſurely, if it be then 

\ found, 


Y 1 Cor, iv. 3, 4. z 2 Cor, v. 10, 


of the Reverend Mr. ABRAHuM Toz ER. 57 
found, as it undoubtedly will, a fatal Thing 
to have betrayed the Bodies, or the Eftates of 
Men, when committed to our Care ; much 
more will it be ſo, to have betrayed, and. by 
betraying to haved deſtroyed, ſo far as in us lay, 
immortal Souls. This is a Matter 'of ſuch 
Weight, that when we ſeriouſlythink of it, and 
compare it with thoſe criminal Neglects, which 
Conſcience will charge even on the beſt of us, 
there is juſt Reaſon for us with one Voice 
to cry out, Enter not into Judgment with 
thy Servants, Oh Lord; for in thy Sight can 
none' of us be Juſtified*. And when you, my 
Brother, think of it, in ſuch a Moment as 
this you may find your Heart ready to fail; 
and even may be tempted to draw back, and 
fay, Who ſhall ftand to miniſter before this 
Holy Lord GOD? left be break forth upon 
us, and we die, But I would not leave you 
under the Diſtreſs of ſuch a View, and therss 


fore tn 


III. With a- few Hints addreſſed: to 5 500 
by Way of Encouragement, to animate 
you to go forth with Courage and Chear- 
| fulneſs, notwithſtanding theſe awful 
Views which I have been” "giving" you 
of your Oe: g 


H Aad, 
pfal. cxliii, 2. * 1 Sam. vi, 20. Exod, xix. 22 
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And, thro Tor Goodneſs 8, our Divine Ma- 
ſter, I have many Conſiderations of great 


. 


tener to urge here. As, 
1. That vou have. an unerring Rule i in the 
" Word of GOD, from whence, your In- 
ſtructions, Admonitions, and Directions, 

are to be. drawn. | 


You well know, that Seen Was given 
for this End, that the. Man of 60D, chat is, 
the Chriſtian Miniſter, might be perfedted, 
thoroughly furniſhed to every good Morte, va- 
rious as the good Works of his Office are. 
The beſt of Human Writings have their De- 
fects, and their Blemiſhes: But in this Re- 
ſpect, as well as others, it is true, that as 
for GOD, bis Way is perfect, and the Word 
of. the Tord i T) eds ©, When we read the 
moſt excellent Moral and Religious Weitings 
of the Heathens, we find a great Deal of Error 


and Superſtition, which mingles Compaſſion 
with our Admiration, When we read the 
merely Human Writings of the moſt cele- 
brated ant ient and modern Di vines, there is 
much to exerciſe our Caution, and our Can- 
dor. As for any Neu Theological Hypotheſis, 
we generally find, on a more accurate Ex- 
amination, the Proofs;of its Falſehood, pro- 
portionable to the Confidence with which 

it 


* 2 Tim. iii. 16, 17. * Pſal, xviii. 30. 
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it is advanced, and the Importance to which 
it pretends. And where Men write with 
the greateſt Caution and Modeſty, tho ſuch 
generally err the leaſt; yet there is ſomething 
defective, or ſomething redundant; ſomething 
unguarded, or ſomething overſtrained: So that, 
tho” they may be uſeful Companions in our 
Journey, we dare not commit ourſelves to 
any one of them as our Guide; and they 
often differ ſo much among themſelves, as 
to increaſe our Perplexity, and indeed to 
give us painful Apprehenſions as to our 
Safety, or theirs; did we not recollect, that 
various Paths, after having divided a while, 
may fo run into each other, as to lead to the 
ſame Place, tho ſome may be more direct 
than others. But of Scripture it may be ſaid, 
as of its great Original, that in it there. is 
perfect Light, and no Darkneſs at all*. Oh 
how happy are you, that have in fo ſmall 
a Bulk, the Oracles of Eternal Truth, and 
particularly the Volume of the New Teſtament, 
which may ſo eafily be carried about with 
you, to entertain you Abroad, as well as af 
Home; to talk with you, when you lie down, 
and when you riſe ups; to be the Man of your 
Counſel , when you are preparing to inſttuct 
your Flock in Publick, or more privately to 
guide and adviſe them in the moſt intricate 
Circumſtances ! This is like he Pillar of 
Fire, to direct your Way amidſt the darkeſt 

« Ha N ight 3 
1 John i. 5, 5 Deut. vi. 7. Pſal. cxix, 24. 
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Night; and like be Pillar of Cloud, to re- 
freſh yeur Soul amidſt the moſt painful La- 
bours, and moſt ſcorching Heats. Let it be 
followed faithfully ; and you, and that Part 
of the Tſrael of GOD over which you pre- 
fide, will be happily conducted, ths all the 
Windings, thro all the Fatigues of the Vil. 
derneſs, till your Feet and theirs ſtand upon 
Mount Zion. Conſult it, my dear Brother 
and reverence it as you ought ; and you. wil 
be ſafe, not only under the Shelter and 
Guard of Aged Wiſdom, but in every Change 
n can be apprebended « or imagined, 


May You 0 alſo for your Encouragement 
- the daily Prayers of many, whom you 
have Reaſon to think not deſtitute. of 

an Intereſt at the Throne they addreſs, 


You have your Share, I truſt, in all He 
Prayers, which are daily put up by e 
Church, under its various Forms, for all the 
Faithful Miniſters of CHRIS: But you may 
aſſure yourſelf, that you are more particu- 
larly and diſtinctly remembred, by your Chri- 

ian Friends to whom you are related in Mi- 
niſterial Bonds. You need that Remembrance ; 
and they conſider that you need it. In their 
Families, in their Cloſets, they ſee not a Day, 
in which they do not ſupplicate earneſtly for 
the Bleſſing of GOD on your Perſon, your 
Studies, and _ Labours. When you come 

tQ 
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to them in the Houſe of Gop,' you may 
conſider yourſelf, (if you will pardon the 
Expreſſion, ) as raiſed on the Wing of their 
Prayers; and may hope to experience, in 
Anſwer to them, ſome New Unction from 
above, How great an Encouragement, amidſt 
the daily Conſciouſneſs of our own Unwor- 
thineſs | whether we conſider it, as teſti- 
fying their Love, and fo ſecuring in a great 
Meaſure their Candor to us; or as effectual 
to obtain thoſe freſh Supplies of Divine Aſſiſt- 
ance, which they have ſought. Nor can I 
conclude this Head without. ſaying, that it 
is happy, when the Minifter, amidſt all his 
various Cares, is as conſtant, as earneſt, and 
as affectionate, in praying for the whole Pro- 
ple committed to his Care, as many a pious, 
and it may be ob/cure Chriſtian in each of our 
Aſſemblies is, in ſtriving with Gop for 4 
Bleſſing on bis Miniſter. 


3. You may alſo expect the Countenance, 


Eſteem, and Friendſhip, of all Good Men 
that thoroughly know you. 


I put in this Limitation, becauſe the Mi/- 
repreſentations of Charafer which Ignorance 
and Malice may draw, often alienate the 
Minds of very deſerving People from each 
other; ſo that they turn away with ſome 
Diſtaſte from they know. not whom, or what. 
But where a valuable Character is known, = 

t 
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that of a faithful Miniſter will always be ſuch,) 
it muſt command Efteem and Affection; and 
Prejudices which had been conceived againſt 
it, will melt away before the Radiancy of 
it, like Snow before the Sun. Be diligent 
and reſolute in the Execution of your Office, 
and you will ind Favour, and good Accept- 
ance, in the Eyes of Gop, and of worthy Men; 
and perhaps, ſhould your Reputation be af- 
perſed by the Ignorant and the Malicious, you 
may find that Providence will exert itſelf to 
bring forth your Righteouſneſs as the Light, 
and your Honour, as well as your Salvation, 
as a Lamp that burneth', You will be ſure 
of a peculiar Share in the Affection and Ve- 
neration of the Flock over which you prefide. 
They will look upon you, as the Gift of GOD 
to the Society: They will conſider you, as, 
in ſome Meaſure, the Repreſentative of our 
Lord Feſus Chrift himſelf; of whom every 
faithful Miniſter is indeed a living Image. 
They will therefore efteem you very highly in 
Love for your Work's Sake *, The Mainte- 
nance they give you, will be chearfully offered, 
in Proportion to their reſpective Abilities, as 
the Tribute of Gratitude, and the Pledge of 
Endearment. Your Afflictions will be the 
Common Grief, and your Proſperity their 
Joy; and each of them will look upon him- 
ſelf as obliged in Duty to approve himſelf, 
the Guardian of your Character, and of your 

Peace. 

. . * x Tha®, v. 13. 
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Peace. Their Hearts, as well as their Houſes, 
will be open to you; their Countenances will 
tell you, better than any Words can do it, 
how welcome you are to them; and eve 
proper Token of Reſpe# will be cordial, in 
Proportion to the Degree in which it is an- 
conſtrained. And where this is the Caſe, you 
will have no Cauſe to envy any Dignities or 
Revenues, which mere Power may command, 
but which no ſuperior Splendor and Abundance 
can render equally ſweet. Above all muſt 
it encourage you,' to reflect, 


4. That you have the Promiſe of your 
Maſter's Preſence, and may truſt in him 
for the Communication of bis Spirit. 


He hath told his Miniſters, He will be 
with them always, even unto the End of the 
Waorld': And you may reſt on the Veracity 
of a Word, that ſhall continue, tbo Heaven 
and Earth ſhall paſs away”, CHRIST will 
meet you; CaRrisT will ſtrengthen you. 
He will feed and chear your Soul; that you 
may be enabled to feed and to chear thoſe 
that he has committed to your Care. It is 
not a mere empty Sound: Jour Brethren, and 
your Fathers, among whom you ſtand this 
Day, can from their own Experience atteſt 
the Truth of the Promiſe. He has ſoftened 
our Fatigues; He has ſweetened our Afflic- 
f tions; 
! Mat, xxviii. 20. Luke xvi, 17. 
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tions; and carried us with Songs in our 
Mouths through Scenes, at the very diſtant 
Proſpect of which we ſhould have trembled. 
Having obtained Help from Him, we continue 
even to this Day“, the living, the chearful 
Witneſſes of his Power, his Goodneſs, and 
his Faithfulneſs. Thou therefore, my Son, be 
ftrong in the Grace that is in Chriſt Feſus®. 
And remember, | | 


F. That in Conſequence of this, you may 
expect ſuch- conſiderable Improvements 
in Perſonal Religion, as ſhall be a rich 

Equivalent for all your Labours, and for 
all you can refign for the Miniſtry, or 
- ſuffer in it. TY 


It muſt be nour:ſhing to the Soul, if it be 
. ſpiritually alive, to be /o- continually conver- 
fant with Spiritual and Divine Things. Your 
Meditations, your Prayers, your Publick Diſ- 
courſes, 'your Private Converſes on Religious 
Subjects and Occaſions, together with the Ad- 
miniſtration of both the Sacraments, will - all 
have @ great Tendency, under a Divine Bleſ- 
ſing, to make good Impreſſions on your own 
Heart, and to advance you in a holy and de- 
vout Temper. While you are thus daily 
watering others, you will be watered yourſelf ; 
as I doubt not but you will remember, that 
2 while 


Ads xxvi. 22, * 2 Tim, ii. 1. * Prov, xi. 25, 
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while you teach others, you teach yourſelf alſo 5. 
While the daily Cares of others in their Secu- 
lar Callings, have an apparent Tendency to 
divert their Minds from Gop, yours will tend 
direftly to him, and give you Advantages, be- 
yond what can eaſily be imagined, for being 
continually with him* : Such Advantages indeed, 
that, were the Nature, and the Value of 
them ſufficiently known, Men would be 
ready to contend for the Miniſtry, as for a 
Sacred Prize, They would eſteem it among 
the greateſt Privileges of à plentiful Eſtate, 
that it might give them Opportunities of be- 
ing educated for it, and of being independent 
in it; while that Independency was confi- 
dered as ſome additional Security for their Fi- 
delity. And the Zeal, with which Perſons 
of the higheſt Rank among us would then 
preſs forward to this Work, would bring us 
into a Neceſſity of directing into ſome other 
Channel that Proviſion, which the wiſe Cha- 
rity of ſome publick Benefactors, the Living 
and the Dead, has made for the Support of 
poor Students for the Miniſtry : A Charity, 
which in the low Ebb to which Religion is 
fallen amongſt us, may almoſt, under Gop, 
be called the Hope of our Churches, even for 
the very next Generation, Eſpecially would 
the Richeſt and Greateſt eſteem it their Ho- 
nour and their Happineſs, did they conſider, 

I what 


4 Rom, ii. 21,  Pfal, Ixxiii, 25. 


Us 


66 The Charge delivered at the Ordination 


what I am in the laſt Place to mention to 
you, my dear Brother, viz. 


6. The glorious Expectation and Hope, 
which cloſes the whole Proſpect. 


What if every other Hope, but that of 
Religious Improvement, were in a Moment to 
vaniſh ? What if nothing ſhould remain, be- 
tween this and the Grave, but the View of 
Labours, of Reproaches, of Tribulations, of Per- 
ſecutions? What if you were to conflict, thro the 
whole of your Courſe, with the Malice of Ene- 
mes, the Coldneſs and Ingratitude of Friends, 
the incorrigible Obſtinacy of Sinners, the Per- 
verſeneſs and Imperfections of thoſe, whom, 
if any are ſuch, we muſt hope to be Chri- 
fliians ? Here is enough to balance all. Death 
is approaching : Death, that ſtripped Aaron 
of his Garments and of his Burthens together, 
and ended all his -painful Pilgrimage. Be 
faithful unto Death, ſays our Divine Maſter, 
and I will give thee a Crown of Life. Oh 
think every Day, of the Extah with which 
you ſhall receive 7hat Crown, and of the high 
everlaſting Exultation with which you ſhall 
wear it. Think of tbe Joy, with which, 
after a Life of perſevering Fidelity to him, 
your ſeparate Spirit ſhall aſcend into his Pre- 
ſence, 'ere yet his Body, the Inſtrument of 
his Service, ſhall be laid in the Grave, TO 
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of the Congratulations, with which your ve- 
nerable Predeceſſors, your eminently pious 
Parents, and thoſe of your Flock who have 
fled upwards before you, will then meet you, 
and hail your Arrival. And think, how IR- 
sus will, by one Smile and Embrace, OVer- 
pay all the Labours and Sufferings of a long 
protracted Life. Thinhsef the Complacency 
and Delight, with which you will look — 
on the Field which you have cultivated, and 
on the growing Harveſt you have left behind ; 
while perhaps ſome of the bleſſed Fruits of 
your Labours may be running on from Age 
to Age, ſo as to be the Means of propagating 
Chriſtianity to the laſt Rounds of Time, And 
Oh think, above all, of the great Day of the 
Lord, when the chief Shepherd ſhall appear, 
that he may confer on you, and on all thoſe 
who have faithfully diſcharged their Miniſtry, 
a Crown of Glory that fadeth not away. Then, 
when every Chriſtian of the loweſt Station 
and Character ſhall receive his proper Share 
of Honour and Reward, what may you ex- 
pect, if you faithfully improve your Ten Ta- 
lents ; when thoſe of your Pegple whom you 
have converted or ediſied, appear with you as 
your Toy and your Crown in the Preſence of 
the Lord, and are honoured with the pub- 
lick Arplauſe and Remunerations of the Eter- 
nal and Univerſal Judge in the Face of the 
whole aſſembled World? All the Pageantry 
2 of 
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of Human Greatneſs paſſes away like a Dream, 
the Sun ſhall be turned into Darkneſs, and the 
Moon into Blood *: But Human Souls are du- 
rable and immortal, and they that have turned 
many of them to Righteouſneſs, ſhall have, in 
each, an Everlaſting Ornament, and decked 


| with a New Luſtre from each, ſhall Shine 


as the Stars far ever and ever“. 


May that GOD whom we ſerve, thro! 
the Riches of his Grace, give us all a Por- 
tion in the Triumph of that Day! And may 
He add to all the Foy, which the moſt un- 
worthy of his Seryants is humbly bold to ex- 
pect in it, that of ſeeing you, my dear Bro- 


ther, giving ub an Account of a faithful and 


happily ſucceſsful Miniſtry ! To encourage 
and aſſiſt you in the Diſcharge of which, may 
theſe plain Hints conduce, through the Blei- 
ſing of Him, who knows how, from the 
leaſt and moſt inconſiderable Seeds, to call 
up a rich and a plentiful Harv / Amen. | 


* Acts ii. 20. . Dan. xii. 3. 


APPENDIX, 


Relating to the 


Uſual Methods of ORDINATION 
among the Proteſtant Diſſenters. 


| S in the Beginning of the CHñ ARGE I 
have touched upon the decent Solem- 
nities attending the Methods of ORDINA- 
TION generally uſed among the Proteſtant 
Diſſenters, it may not be improper to give a 
Brief Account of them; eſpecially as I have 
been earneſtly deſired to do it, by a pious 
and learned Clergyman of the Eſtabliſhed 
Church; who apprehends, it may obviate 
ſome Miſtakes, and promote that mutual 
Candor among Chriſtians of different Denomi- 
nations, which both of us concur to wiſh, and 
labour to promote. There is indeed @ little 
Variety in the Uſages of different ag 
: ut 
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but that which I have generally ſeen, does, I 
believe, prevail in moſt of our Churches, 
with the Exception, and ſometimes no more 
than the Tranſpoſition, of a few Circum- 
ſtances. 

It very rarely happens, that a Miniſter 
among us 1s admitted to the Paſtoral Office, 
till he has ſpent ſome Nears as a Kind of 
Candidate for it; and, ſo far as I can recol- 
lect, more undertake it after, than before 
their Twenty-fixth Near is compleated. But 
as our Theological Students generally employ 
either Four or Five Years in Preparatory Stu- 
dics after they have quitted the Grammar- 
Schools, ſo they are examined by three or 
four Elder Miniſters before they begin to 
— A ſtrict Enquiry is made into their 

racter, and into their Furniture; both with 
reſpect to the Learned Languages, eſpecially 
the Sacred, and alſo as to the various Parts of 
Natural and Moral Philoſophy ; but above 
all, into their Acquaintance with Divinity; 
and ſome Specimen of their Abilities, for 
Prayer and Preaching, is generally expected. 

An unordained Miniſter is ſeldom choſen 
to the Paſtoral Office in any of our Churches, 


(for in the Members of each of theſe Societies 


the whole Right of Election lies,) till he has 
refided among them ſome Months, or per- 
b SOLAR Be haps 


See the Dedication to my Sermon on the Evil and 
Danger of neglecting Men's Sault, &c. pag. vi. F. 10. 
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haps ſome Nears ; preaching ſtatedly to them, 
and performing moſt other Miniſterial Offices, 
excepting the Adminiſtration of the Sacra- 
ments. | 
When the Society, which generally pro- 
ceeds with entire Unanimity in this great 
Affair, has received what it judges competent 
Satisfafttion, the ſeveral Members of it join 
in giving him a ſolemn and expreſs Call to 
take upon him the Paſtoral Inſpection over 
them: And if he be difpoſed to accept it, 
he generally ſignifies that Intention to neigb- 
bouring Paſtors; whoſe Concurrence he de- 
fires in ſolemnly ſetting him apart to that 
Office, | 
Previous to the Aſſembly for this Sacred Pur- 
poſe, his Credentials and Teſtimonials are pro- 
duced, if it be required by any who are to be 
concerned; and Satisfaction as to his Principles 
is alſo given to thoſe who are to carry on the 
Publick Work, generally by his communi- 
cating to them the Confeſſion of his Faith 
which he has drawn up; in which it is ex- 
pected, that the great Doctrines of Chriſtianity 
. ſhould be touched upon in a proper Order, 
and bis Perſuaſion of them plainly and ſeriouſly 
expreſſed, in ſuch Words as he judges moſt 
convenient. And we generally think this a 
proper and happy Medium, between the In- 
dolence of acquieſcing in a general Decla- 
ration of believing the Chriſtian Religion, 
| without 
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without declaring what it is apprehended to 
be, and the Severity of demanding a Sub. 
ſcription fo any Set of Articles, where if an 
honeſt Man, who believes all the reſt, ſeru- 
ples any one Article, Phraſe, or Word, he 
1s as effectually excluded, as if he rejected 
the whole. 

The Paſtors, who ate to bear their Part 
in the Publick Work, having been thus in 
their Conſciences ſatisfied, that the Perſon 
offering himſelf to Ordination is duly qualified 
for the Chriſtian Miniſtry, and regularly 
called to the full Exerciſe of it ; they pro- 
cced, at the appointed Time and Place, to 
conſecrate him to it, and to recommend him 
to the Grace and Bleſſing of GOD, and of 
our Lord Jeſus Chrift, the great Head of 
the Church, by n and ma gene- 
rally accompanic mpofition of 
— 47 and hs Publick Work. of ks Day 
Is uſually, ſo far as I have been Witneſs, 
carried on in the following Order, or ſome- 
thing very near it. 

It commonly o with a ſhort Prayer, 
and the Reading j ſelect Portions of Scrip- 
ture which ſeem — Proper to the Occa- 
hon : Then 4 Prayer is offered of greater 
Length and Compaſs than the former, in 
which moſt of our common Concerns as 
Chriſtians are included; which is fometimes, 
tho' leſs frequently, ſucceeded by another of 

tne 
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the ſame Kind. Then follows a Sermon, 
on ſome ſuitable Subject, ſuch as the Inſti- 
tution, Importance, Difficulty, and Excel- 
lency of the Miniſterial Work, the Charac- 
ter and Conduct of the firſt Miniſters of th 
Goſpel, or the like. - 

After this Introduction of a more general 
Nature, another Minifter (uſually one of tle 
Eldeft preſent, who is a Kind of Moderator 
for the Day,) gives the Aſſembly a more par- 
ticular Account of the Occaſion of its being 
convened. The Call of the Church to the 
Candidate is then recognized, either in Word, 
or Writing, or by lifting up the Hand ; and 
his Acceptance is alſo declared. He is then 
deſired, for the Satisfaction and Edification 
of the Aſſembly, to pronounce the Confeſſion of 
Faith, (which his Brethren have already 
heard and approved ;) and pertinent Queſtions 
are put to him, relating to the Views and 
Purpoſes with which he undertakes the ſo- 
lemn Charge, that he may be brought under 
the moſt awful Engagements to a ſuitable 
Behaviour in it ; and an expreſs Renunciation 
of the Errors and Superſtitions of the Romiſh 
Church generally makes a Part of theſe An- 
ſwers, as well as a Declaration of hrs Reſolu- 
tion, by Divine Grace, never to forſake the 
Miniſtry, whatever Inconveniences and Suffer- 
ings it may draw after it. 

4} K This 
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This being diſpatched, the preſiding Mi- 
niſter comes down from the Pulpit, and prays 


over the Perſon to be ſet apart. There is no 


particular Form of Prayer on this Occaſion, 
or on any other among us; but I have ob- 
ſerved, that the Perſon who officiates is ge- 
nerally led in ſuch a Circumſtance, to adore 
the Divine Wiſdom and Grace, in the Con- 
ſtitution and Revelation of the Goſpel, in the 
Appointment of an Evangelical Miniſtry, and 
in ſupporting the Succeſſion of it throughout 
all Ages of the Chriſtian Church, as well as 
in vindicating it from Popiſb Corruption and 
Bondage. Some Notice is often taken of 
what may have ſeemed moſt remarkable in 
Providence, with Regard to the particular 
Circumſtances of 7he Society then to be ſettled, 
and the Perſon to be ſet apart to the Mini- 
ſterial Office in it; who is then ſolemnl 

offered up to the Service of Gop, and re- 
commended to his Bleſſing, in all the ſeveral 
Parts of his Work, which are diſtinctly enu- 
merated. And this Prayer ſeldom concludes 
without fervent Interceſſion with Gop, for the 
Chriſtian Church in general, and all its faith- 


ful Miniſters of every Denomination : And 


as thoſe riſing up to ſucceed in the Work 
are often mentioned here, ſo I have had the 


Pleaſure frequently to hear he Univerſities 
of our Iſland, as well as more private Semi- 
naries of learned and pious Education, affec- 


tionately 


POSTSCRIPT. 


S the Want of Pſalms or Hymns, pe- 
culiarly ſuitable to theſe Occaſions, 
has often been regretted on our Ordination- 
Days, when we have generally been confined 
to the 132d or 133d P/alms, I was defired 
by ſeveral of my Brethren to publiſh that 
which followed this Charge; and 1 accordingly 
do it without any farther Apology. The 
Reader will eaſily perceive, it is a Kind of 
'Devout Paraphraſe on Eph. iv. 8, & ſeg. 
And it is One of ſome Hundreds lying by 
me, on a Variety of Scripture- Subjects. 


AN 


| WE 

| ATHER of Mercies, in thine Houſe, 
1 { Shine on our Homage and our Vows! 
While with a grateful Heart we ſhare 
Theſe Pledges of our Saviour's Care. 


II. 


Bleſt Saviour! when to Heaven he roſe 
In ſplendid Triumph o'er his Foes, 

i' What Royal Gifts he ſcatter'd down! 
[| How large, how permanent the Boon ! 


III. 


Hence ſprung th' Apoſtles honour'd Name, 
Sacred, beyond Heroick Fame: 

Hence dictates the Prophetick Sage; 

And hence the Evangelick Page. 


IV. 


In lowlier Forms, to bleſs our Eyes, 
Paſtors from hence and Teachers riſe ; 


Who, tho' with feebler Rays they ſhine, 
Still gild a long extended Line. 
V. From 
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tionately recommended to the Divine Protec- 
tion and Favour on ſuch Occaſions, with 
all the genuine Appearances of a truly Chri- 
ſtian and Catholick Spirit. When that Part 
of this Prayer begins, which immediately 
relates to the Perſon then to be conſecrated to 
the Service of the Sanctuary, it is uſual for 
the Speaker to lay his Hand on his Head; and 
the other Paſtors conveniently within Reach, 
(frequently to the Number of Six, Eight, or 
Ten,) lay on their Hands alſo, at the ſame 
Time: By which we do not pretend to con- 
vey any Spiritual Gifts, but only uſe it as a 
ſolemn, and expedient, tho' not abſolutely 
neceſſary, Deſignation of the Perſon then to 
be ſet apart. 

When this Prayer is over, (which often 
engages a very profound Attention, and ſeems 
to make a very deep Impreſſion both on Mini- 
ſters and People,) the Charge is given to the ner ly 
ordained Paſtor, who generally receives it land- 
ing (as much as may be) in the Sight of the 
whole Aſſembly : And an Exbortation to the 
People is ſometimes joined with the Charge, 
or ſometimes. follows it as a diſtinct Service, 
unleſs (which is frequently the Caſe,) it is 
ſuperſeded by the Sermon, or ſome other 
previous Addreſs. Another Prayer follows ; 
and Singing having been intermingled, ſo as 
properly to diverſify a Service neceflarily fo 
long, the whole is concluded with 4 Sclemn 


Benediction. 


K 2 I know 


8 — — TT — 
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I know no Method of proceeding on ſuch 
Occaſions, more rational, edifying, and ſcrip- 
tural, than this: And I hope, few, who believe 
any Thing of Chriſtianity, can be ſo igno- 
rant or abandoned, as to make light of ſuch 
Solemnities. But however any of our Fellow- 
Servants may judge, I have a calm, ſteady, 
and joyful Aſſurance, that 7 ranſattions hike 
theſe are regiſtered in Heaven with Appro- 
bation, and receive the Sanction and Bleflin 


of the great Shepherd and Biſhop of Souls, 


Northampton, 
Sept. 10, 1745. 


POSF 


An HY MN. 


From Cx R1sT their varied Gifts derive, 1 
And fed by CHRIST their Graces live: | 
While guarded by his potent Hand, 


Midſt all the Rage of Hell they ſtand. 


VL 


So ſhall the bright Succeſſion run 
-'Thro' the laſt Courſes of the Sun; 
While unborn Churches by their Care 
Shall riſe and flouriſh, freſh and fair. 


VII 


Jesvs our Lord their Hearts ſhall know, 
The Spring whence all theſe Bleſſings flow: 
Paſtors and People ſhout his Praiſe 
Thro' the long Round of endleſs Days 


L 
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